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The Angels' Army is a troop of children journeying towards Heaven, in obedience to the
Catholic Church, along with the Angels and Saints, under the leadership of Mother Mary.
My dear little friends, you too can become a part of this spiritual journey. For that you only
need to:

1

Learn by heart the weekly
Bible verse and Ejaculatory
prayer that is published in
the monthly magazine, and
keep repeating it off and on
during the entire week

2

Try to emulate the virtues
and qualities of the Saint
that is introduced to you
through the magazine.

3

Pray at least one Rosary
every day. Kids below the
age of 5 may pray the
'Baby Rosary' (1 Our Father,
1 Hail Mary and 1 Glory be)
per mystery.

Prayer intentions for the Rosary....
1st decade:

2nd decade:

3rd decade:

4th decade:

5th decade:

For the Holy
Father, Bishops,
Priests, the
Religious and the
Missionaries

For Parents,
Teachers and
Friends.

For Personal
For the Holy souls For the souls of
intentions, Members in purgatory.
aborted babies.
of the Angels'
Army.
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Hello dears...
Holidays are here again…
“We are free!", Don't many of us have this notion
about the vacations? It seems obvious, as we have been
lugging through our daily routine for the past one year and now
are getting ready to recoup our minds and our bodies, no doubt. But,
certainly this will not work out by doing nothing. Therefore let us first
of all set up a time-table. Begin the day with Holy Mass. Make sure to
provide time for watching pleasing yet morally harmless programmes on
Television, for playing games that exercise the body and the brain, and for reading
good books. And don't forget to allot time for God, a time to talk to and listen
to Jesus.
Plus, the Angels' Army has a wonderful yet challenging proposal. Shall we read the whole
of the New Testament once during these holidays? This challenge comes with a profit - you
will be able to victoriously face and overcome the hardships that you had to endure during
the last academic year. Give it a try, you will see wonders! So here goes. Start today!
Happy Holidays and a Blessed Easter!
Mary Auntie
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St. Pope Pius X
John Luvis
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Pope Pius X was born as
Giuseppe Melchiorre Sarto in
Riese, Italy on 2nd June 1835.
He was the second born of ten
children of Giovanni Battista
Sarto and Margarita Sanson.
His childhood was amidst dire
poverty. During his school days
shoes were an essential part
of the uniform. Students were
not permitted to enter school
premises without shoes. He
carried his shoes in a bag and
walked barefoot in the biting
cold winter. He would bleed
from frost bites. The school
was six kilometers away from
home. He would wear the
shoes on reaching the school
and later at the end of the
day would keep it in the bag
and would walk back home
barefoot. He did so as his
family couldn't afford to buy
a new pair if the present one
wore out. The food shared by
his kind friends kept him away
from being empty stomached.
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Joseph was a very smart
student. One day during a
Catechism class the teacher
said that he would give an
apple to the one who could
says where God resides;
immediately Joseph responded
saying that he would give the
teacher two apples if he could
mention a place without the
presence of God. From a very
young age Joseph had deep
understanding of the omni
presence of God.

worn by Popes, he chose to
wear a gold plated cross
during his papal coronation
ceremony. In lieu of being
carried on a palanquin the
Pope chose to walk to the
coronation ceremony.

Kids' Pope

Pope Pius X had a special love
for children and youth. As a
priest he always carried
candies and chocolates, gave
them to children as he walked
down the streets of Mantua
Desire to Become a Priest
and Venice and spoke of Jesus
Joseph desired to be a priest to them. During his Papal visits
even in the midst of appalling he took special interest in
poverty. But the family
being friends with the children
couldn't bear the educational and engaged in affectionate
expenses. He laid bare his
conversation with them.
bundle of sorrows in front of
It was he who reduced the
Our Lady, and prayed with
age
at which Holy Communion
teary eyes- “O Mary, my dear
could
be received from 12
mother, help me to be a
years
to 7 years. He believed
beloved priest of you and your
that receiving Holy Communion
son Jesus.” Mother Mary
at
a young age will leave an
intervened. The diocese took
unerasable
mark of Jesus in
up the responsibility of his
the
minds
of
children. This
expenses. He stood first in
inspired him to reduce the age
studies during his seminary
days. Later he became a
Bishop, then a Cardinal and
Pope of the Blessed
then the Pope.
Sacrament
When he became a Pope he
He also granted the Catholics,
took the name 'Pope Pius X'.
permission
to receive Holy
He was able to bring forth
Communion daily. According to
many reforms in the Church
him
Holy Eucharist is the
during his papacy. Opulence
safest
and shortest route to
had no place in his life. He kept
heaven.
After his death, during
aside all the pomp and
celebration of his priesthood his canonization, Pope Pius XII
honoured him with the title
jubilees. Instead of the
'Pope
of the Blessed
expensive gold cross generally

Sacrament'.
Pope Pius X initiated many
reforms in Catechesis. For eg:
- Catechism classes were
started in every parish, simple
books which are easily
comprehensible even by
commoners are used for
teaching Catechism.

Friend of Poverty
'Let everything be renewed in
Christ' was his motto. The
Pope who embraced poverty,
wrote in his will thus-“I was
born poor, I have lived poor I
wish to die poor” He sternly
ordered not to preserve his
mortal remains using species
and aromatics. He left for his
heavenly abode in 1914.
The Lord performed many
miracles through him even
when he was alive. Once when
he was addressing the people
he tried to take a paralyzed
boy into his arms, the boy was
healed immediately and
started to run around. In
another incident, parents of a
child suffering from
meningitis wrote a letter to
the Pope. In response he
advised them to pray with
unfailing hope. Within two days
the child was healed.
On 29th May 1954, Pope Pius
XII canonized him as Saint.
Let us pray, 'Pope Pius X,
beloved of all children, help us
to love Eucharistic Jesus and
to lead a holy life'.

Friends,
Learn the Bible verses more seriously. Angels' Army has decided to conduct quiz
competitions, based on these verses, occasionally. Let us consider this as a golden chance to
learn Bible Verses. A Quiz competition is also included in the Angels' Army Family retreats
during May. So come prepared.

April

April

April

24-30
1-8
May

“He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said”
(Matthew 28:6)
..............................................................................
My Lord, my God!

“Simon Peter answered, You are the Messiah, the Son of
the living God” (Mathew 16:16)
............................................................................
Oh God, my everything

“Rejoice always, Pray without ceasing”
(1 Thessalonians 5:16-17)
.............................................................................
Oh Jesus, accompany me in my joys!

“O taste and see that the Lord is good” (Psalms 34:8)
.............................................................................
Oh Jesus, let me recognize Your love in everything!

“Praise him with tambourine and dance” (Psalms 150:4)
.............................................................................
Oh God, I will sing your praises in all my doings!

Word of God &
Ejaculatory Prayer
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1-8
9-15
16-23
April
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Kiddie
Gang
Sonia Cruz

Anu waits eagerly for the
summer vacation so that she
can spend the vacation in
her mother's house and
enjoy with her cousins, away
from studies and home
works. Her uncles and aunts
love to have her there. Her
aunt insists that kids should

spend their holidays
fruitfully and gain positively.
However, she feels that
television, cartoon and
video games tend to capture
their attention and time.
As Anu was getting ready to
leave her home, her
grandmother said, “Anu, you

are a grown up child now
and so, you should help your
aunt with the household
duties rather than just
playing around”. “Yes,
Grandma” she replied,
taking it seriously.
All through the journey,
the 7th grader thought

cricket. It is the most
interesting event of all. Anu
and her uncle would always
fight while playing saying …
“That's not out”…… Foul
….. Foul …. Foul….” But
this time, she remembered
her mother's advice. “You
should always be disciplined
in the playground, that's
how you become a good
player” Just then the
grandparents arrived on
their wheelchairs to watch
the match and Susy aunty
walked in with her usual
special banana fry (Anu's
favourite snack) and hot
tea.
After the game and tea
break, everyone gathered
for the family prayer and
rosary. At the end of the
prayer Maria aunty made it
a routine to ask questions
to all the kids from the
Bible portion read that
evening. All the kids made
sure that all the answers
were correct and said them
with full energy and vigour.
Anu was amused by what
the grandmother had
announced later. “All the
kids should attend the Holy
Mass daily during this two
months vacation and Anu
shall take charge of this”.
After dinner Anu and Joel
rushed to the kitchen as
planned earlier to clean the
dishes. Later in the night
when Anu went to the
bedroom, she found a small
diary on her pillow. Last
couple of years during the
vacation, Maria aunty used
to keep a diary for Anu to
write Bible verses, letters to
Mother Mary and other
motivating notes/advice she
received from elders. But
Anu has never opened that
diary. But that day she took
it close to her heart and
said…… “Oh Lord, it's me
who has to change”.

Prayer to
St. Michael,
The Arch Angel
St. Michael the Archangel,
defend us in battle. Be
our defense against the
wickedness and snares of
the devil. May God
rebuke him, we humbly
pray, and do thou, the
Prince of the Heavenly
hosts, by the power of
God, thrust into hell
satan, and all the evil
spirits, who prowl about
the world, seeking the
ruin of souls. Amen.
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about the Family Retreat
she had attended recently.
Sister Julie who conducted
the children's session was
full of vigour and was an
inspiration to all the
children. “Oh Lord, it is me
who has to change”, Sister's
words and prayers were still
ringing clear in her ears.
As she opened the gates of
her mom's house, she was
received by her large gang
of cousins and ever smiling
aunt Maria. Everyone was
thrilled and excited to
meet. Anu kissed her aunt
and went inside to meet her
grandparents who had been
sick for a while. She hugged
and greeted them in the
traditional way and shared
her stories from the school.
With all their grandchildren
around, and the fun and the
laughter of the kids made
the grandparents
overwhelmed with joy.
However, amidst all this, she
noticed the teary eyes of
her grandparents. This is
when she realized that it
had been a while since she
spent quality time with
them. She understood that
she had been spending a lot
of time for playing video
games and watching
television, ignoring them.
After lunch when she saw
her aunts busy clearing up
the dishes, Anu and Joel
decided to help them by
taking up this responsibility
from dinner onwards. Maria
aunty is very selective about
what movies children should
watch. She believes that
children should keep the
sanctity of their eyes and
ears. Gardening is her
favourite pastime and she
involves the children in
watering the plants and
taking care of the plants.
They all wait eagerly for the
evening when all the uncles
arrive and start playing

Son, do you remember last day's saint?

St. Aloysius
Gonzaga

Of course, mom! Wasn't it
St. John Paul II?

Patron of
youth
1. Good boy! Today, I will introduce
another saint to you.

The Patron for the
Youth, St. Aloysius
Gonzaga
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Who is it, mom?

Aloysius was born on 9th March of 1568 in a
noble family in Italy

His father was a wealthy soldier,
while his mother was a pious and
virtuous lady.

She made sure that her boy grew in
discipline, and taught him prayers
from a young age onwards.

His mother's kindness to the poor was a great
inspiration for him

You should find the needy kids in your
class, and share your snacks and pencils
with them.

Even at a young age, Aloysius could recite the
Rosary and Psalms
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Mom, do teach me the Word of God like
this! I feel very happy hearing it.
Of course, dear.

Next day, I will tell the rest of the story. Now,
go to sleep. And remember to make the sign of
the Cross and pray to your Guardian Angel!
……..Mwah!

Little Kids
12 . Angels’ Army . April 2019

How do you spend a holiday? Is it as
per Jesus' wish or is it as per your
wish only? On the pictures given below,
mark 1 to 5 based on your preference
of activities. Mark '1' for your most
preferred activity

Kid is playing
with friends

Kid is
Kid is praying
studying with family

Kid is
watching
TV

Kid is talking with
parents and
siblings, spending
time with them.

We should wisely use the time that God has given us. Do not waste it! We
should not sit idle. An idle mind is the devil's workshop. We must always give
God foremost importance in our life. Also, we should spend time with our
family.
(Ephesians 5:16) “…making the most of the time, because the days are evil”

Kid Cat

[YOUCAT 151,
CCC 976-980, 984 - 987]

What possibilities are there for the forgiveness of sins in the Church?
Fundamentally the forgiveness of sins occurs in the Sacrament of Baptism.
After that the Sacrament of Reconciliation (Penance, Confession) is
necessary for the forgiveness of serious sins. For less serious sins,
Confession is recommended. But reading Sacred Scripture, prayer, fasting,
and the performance of good works also have the effect of forgiving sins.
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Papa: Children, for us Christians, the most important festival is Easter.
Johny: Oh, is that why we prepare for Easter by observing the Great Lent?
Papa: Yes dear. This Lent is a time when we turn back to God. Wasn't it out of love
for us that Jesus suffered the Crucifixion and died on the Cross?
Mama: Whenever we commit even a small sin, we are slowly moving away from
God. However God waits eagerly for our return. Fasting, abstinence, prayer
and alms-giving speed up our homecoming to Jesus.
Jose: Papa, what's the meaning of 'fasting'?
Anna: Wait Papa, I'll say. 'Fasting' is giving up, for the sake of Jesus,
the goodies that we like, isn't it Papa?
Papa: Yes darling, what you said is right. Fasting necessarily includes being with
God, dwelling in His presence. Okay, now tell me, what does one have to do in
order to remain in His presence?
Johny: One must pray.
Jose: Must read the Bible.
Anna: Should offer Holy Mass daily.
Papa: Absolutely! Yes, by reading the Word of God, by praying aspirations, by
meditating on the passion of Jesus, and by making thanksgiving prayers we
can constantly abide with Jesus.
Mama: When we repent of our sins, make Sacramental Confession and receive Holy
Communion we are drawn back into the bracket of God's love.
Papa: Anna dear, you mentioned earlier about renouncing goodies. Well, it need not
be only the favourite food, we can also give up our entertainments, or
anything else that we enjoy, all for the sake of Jesus. In addition, we should
also share what we have with others. Only then will our fasting and
abstinence be complete.
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Exam and
The Holy Eucharist
Chinchu Abin

much disheartened.
Then I chanced upon the
news that four colleges under
Christian management were
conducting a separate exam
and they were providing
scholarship in 25% of the
seats. This news gave me new
hope. I got to know about
this exam just one day before
the last day of application. So
without any delay I applied.
My exam centre was TocH
Public School, Ernakulum.
The exam was scheduled at 9
am on a Sunday. Since it was
a Sunday my dad insisted that
we attend Mass before going
for the exam. It takes only
one and a half hours from my
place to the exam centre.
So we went for the first Mass
that day and offered my
journey and my exam and
preparations. But, after we
started it began to rain
heavily. So heavily that even
the vehicles couldn't move
smoothly. When we reached
Aluva the bus wasn't able to
move at all. By then it was
almost 9 am. I was starting to
get very tensed. They would
not allow anyone in the exam
hall after 9:30. By the time we
reached Vytila it was already
9:25 and the traffic was
completely blocked. I told my
dad that we would go by foot
the rest of the distance since
the traffic wasn't moving at
all. He told me to calm down.
But I couldn't. Then upon my
insistence we walked the rest

of the way to the exam
centre. But when we reached
there we saw a big
commotion. We asked a
bystander what was
happening. He told us that
some political issue has
occurred and that the exam
was not happening that day.
We should have reached the
exam centre by 9.00 am if we
had to write the exam. But I
felt that God had helped me
when I gave priority to the
Holy Mass. The exam was
rescheduled and the new
centre was Cochin Naval
Base. I was able to write my
exam peacefully.
Even though I had no
coaching at all, Jesus had
remembered my wish which
He kept close to His heart. I
got a much better rank than
what I had hoped for. And
exceeding all my expectations
Jesus gave me admission in
Jubilee Mission Hospital with
scholarship. He also provided
me with so many good people
to help me financially, a
campus which has Holy Mass
twice a day and good friends
who were a big support
during the exhausting course.
So the Eucharistic Lord
fulfilled one of my biggest
wishes in my life and
strengthened my faith that
'Whatever we offer Him
during Holy Mass He will
fulfil'.
Amen.
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In my personal experience I
have got much comfort and
strength from the Holy
Eucharist. Let me share with
you a miracle that the
Eucharistic Lord had done in
my life. It was in my 9th grade
that I first felt like I wanted
to be a doctor when I grew
up. When I was younger I
used to play doctor at home.
But I didn't know that it was
the beginning of my ambition.
I remembered something I
read in a book about Don
Bosco. He said, “When the
priest raises up Jesus in the
Eucharist during the Mass
He will grant you whatever
wish you ask Him”. During
school days I attended Holy
Mass everyday. Though it was
upon my dad's insistence, I
attended the Mass
prayerfully and when the
Host was raised I used to
pray for my ambition. And
this ambition became very
strong, once I completed my
12th grade.
Then came the preparation
time for various entrance
exams. Financially my family
was not in a state to consider
the costly entrance coaching.
So I prepared by myself up to
the best of my abilities. When
the results came I had a rank
in 4000s which was not good
enough to secure a seat in a
Government Medical College.
We couldn't afford the
tuition fees in Private
Medical Colleges. I was very

]Word- of- God- Puzzle
-

(Based on Gospel of Matthew Chapter 2 (NRSV))
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TOWARDS RIGHT
1 . Out of Egypt I have called my ……. (2:15)
(3 letters)
2. He will be called a ………………………(2:23)
(8 letters)
4. And they knelt down and paid him …….. (2:11)(6 letters)
6. Wise men from the ……. (2:1) (4 letters)
9. When King Herod heard this he was ……… (2:3) (10 letters)
12. A voice was heard in …….wailing (2:18) (5 letters)
13. Angel of the Lord appeared to…… (2:13) (6 letters)
14. Spoken through the prophet …….(2:17) (8 letters)
15. He went away to the district of ……(2:22) (7 letters)
16.Then …….secretly called for the wise men (2: 7) (5 letters)
17. What had been spoken through the prophet might be …….(2:23) (9 letters)

Prayer to the
Guardian Angel

DOWNWARDS
1. Calling together all chief priests and ……of the people ,he inquired of them where the
Messiah was to be born.(2:4) (7 letters)
3. Get up ,take the child and his mother, and flee to …….(2:13) (5 letters)
5. …….was ruling over Judea in place of his father Herod.(2:22) (9 letters)
7. Herod sent and killed all the children who were … years old or under (2:16) (3 letters)
8. Wise men came to……. (2:1) (9 letters)
10. They offered him gift of ……,frankincense and myrrh (2:11) (4 letters)
11. A ruler who is to …….my people Israel. (2:6) (8 letters)
13. Bethlehem, in the land of …… (2:6) 5 letters)
1

2

3
4

5

6

7

8
9

10

11
12
13

14
15
16
17

Oh, my dear Guardian
Angel, protect me from
all dangers. Help me, so
that I may remain a
beloved child of my
Jesus. Safeguard me from
all dangers and bad
dreams tonight.

Skywalk
Seeing a bird fly by, two children
Louie and Anu wished they could
also fly like a bird.
They expressed their desire to
Jesus. He sent an Angel from
Heaven to help them fly
across the sky, showing
them the sights down
below… Now... Read on...

Son… Are you going out
again? You were with
your friends for a lot of
time!

Come on, Mom! Isn't it the vacation?

You see that? Is the vacation time to be
fully spent going out with friends?
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Is it not so?

You can play and enjoy
with friends during
vacations. But, is it
enough?

What else then?

You can help your Mom and Dad.
Spend some time reading good
books! You can put some
effort to make a beautiful garden
at your home. And many other
things too!

That's right. This time, I will
get hold of some new plants,
and improve our garden

I will join the library.
And read some books!

Not only that! You must also find other
good things that you can do, and do them!
See you next month! Bye!

Dear friends, Easter is around the corner... Why did Jesus die on
the Cross? Because of our sins, right? He resurrected on the third
day. Why? For our salvation. So if we put our pains and sins on
Jesus's Cross, He will save us from all of that. He will cleanse us
with the Blood He shed on the Cross.
Today in Workshop, shall we make a paper cross in a different
way?
Let us begin by chanting, “Oh Jesus, cleanse us with the Blood You
shed on the Cross!.”

Crafting Zone
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Materials required:
white paper/ chart paper, pencil, scale, scissors.

1

2

Cut out a strip from the chart
paper, which is 48 cm in
length and 2.5 cm in width.
From the top edge, mark 27.5
cm (on the soft side of the
chart paper).

At the marked point,
fold the paper
perpendicularly to the
left side, forming the
shape of '7'

A
B

4

3
Fold region 'A' around the back of
region 'B' to the right side. Again,
fold it over the front of region 'B'
to the left side, once again forming
the shape of '7'.

Fold region 'A' as shown in the picture;
so as to leave 2 cm on both sides of
region 'B'. The tip of region 'A' must
be placed a little over the C region

A
C
B

C

5

C

Fold region 'B' over 'C' region.
And completely pass 'B' region
through the slit at the back of
region 'C'

B

6
At distance of 2.5 cm from 'C', fold
back 'B' and again pass it through
the slit in 'C' region

At a distance of 6.5 cm from 'C',
fold B region to the front, and pass
it through the slit in C region. The
cross is ready!!!

Now, write 'I Love You Jesus' on
the cross. Whenever you see this
cross, console Jesus by saying 'I
Love You Jesus'.
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For Parents

# Rejoice and
Be Happy,
With the Lord

ANGELS' ARMY

Angels' Army is a ministry which helps children to grow up knowing and experiencing
God right from mother's womb; and supports parents in prayerfully receiving their
children and bringing them up in divine grace and in communion with the Catholic Church.
A pious and holy generation - that is Angels' Army's aim.
MINISTRIES
Angels' Army Magazine, Leaflets / Audio-visual ministry
Television programmes (Madhuramozhi, Kids' Corner, Way of the Cross by kids etc.)
Radio programmes Retreats and various other programmes for Parents, children and teachers
Intercession Network
CHILDREN ARE DIVIDED INTO
FOUR AGE GROUPS

WOMBCAT
Babies in the womb

LAPCAT
Children up to
5 years of age

KIDCAT
Children above
5 years of age

T-CAT
Children above
10 years of age

ANGELS' ARMY MAGAZINE

The Angels' Army Magazine is, published every month in English and Malayalam.
The magazine contains separate sections for parents and children.
Children's section includes comics, stories of saints,
Bible verses to learn every week, aspirations, articles imparting good habits and values etc.
Articles on Church teachings, testimonies, parenting inputs etc
are included in the parents' section, so as to help them bring up their children in faith and holiness.

THANK YOU LORD - FOR YOUR PROVIDENCE

We thank the Lord for His providence in inspiring souls to prayerfully share their mite for the various
activities of the 'Angels' Army Ministry'. Let us lift to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, via the Immaculate
Heart of Mother Mary, all who are in one way or the other supporting this ministry of the Catholic
Church. (Say 1 Memorare)
Do the Holy Spirit inspire you to support 'Angels' Army Ministry' financially?
Please note to inform the details like Name, full Address with Pin Code, Phone Number, and the amount that
has been shared, via SMS or WhatsApp to 9037444702 (between 10 a.m. and 5 p.m.) Those who donate to
the ministry by M.O. may please note to provide the aforesaid details in the 'message' portion of the M.O.
form.
BANK ACCOUNT DETAILS (for making contributions) (From Indian Accounts only)
A/c Name : Angels Army

A/c No: 0315 0730 0000 0760

IFSC Code: SIBL0000315
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EDITORIAL

Enjoying Together
When the members of a family share in a
common activity, particularly in some form of
entertainment, it greatly helps to strengthen the
familial bonds. No matter how busy we are, we
must set apart some time to come together as a
family to have fun, not spending time in front of
a screen, but to participate in an interactive
game or engage in conversation, and thus to
share happiness together. We can all designate
some time each week for such a fun activity,
that will suit the schedule of all family members.
Further, let us remember that whatever form of
amusement we choose, it must not be
something that will offend God. The picture of
Jesus, dancing and splashing water with His
disciples, illustrates the fact that all of heaven
wishes to share in our happiness. Hence, let us
partake of good and holy forms of
entertainment together with our families, that
will bring cheer to our body, mind and soul.
Sunil Elias
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“Dear lover of the arts, the play,
'Swapnakkaaran', produced by 'Atulya
Theaters', will begin soon!”
This announcement was made at my friend's
house, very professionally too, I might add. The
children in a few of the neighbouring homes had
banded together to create this show about
Joseph the Dreamer, of the Old Testament. They
had even created a stage, with curtains made by
joining together some sarees. The curtain lifted
and the show was off to a start!
In this day and age, where social media is the
prime source of entertainment, it is rare to see a
family enjoying the arts, while also enjoying
each other's company. More and more, people
are lost in their own little worlds, finding their
own pleasure in solitude and apart from each
other, while the house becomes just a place
where the members of a family share a living
space.

Open Your Heart
to God's Surprises…
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Pope Francis
There are three things that I
would like to say.
First: the announcement. There
is an announcement: the Lord
has risen; that announcement
which travelled by word of
mouth ever since the early days
of Christianity: it was a greeting:
The Lord has risen. And the
women who went to anoint the
Lord's body were met by a
surprise. The surprise.... God's
announcements always bring
surprises because our God is the
God of surprises. It has been like
this from the beginning of
salvation history ever since our
father Abraham. God surprises
you: “Just go, go, leave your land
and go”. And one surprise
always follows another. God
does not make an
announcement without
surprising us. And the surprise is
what moves your heart, what
touches you in the very place
you do not expect. To use the
language of young people: the
surprise is a low blow; you do
not expect it. And He goes and
moves you. First: the surprising
announcement.
Second: haste. The women run,
they hasten to say: “But we have
found this!”. God's surprises
place us on a journey,
immediately, without delay. And
so they run to see. Peter and
John run. The shepherds on that
Christmas night run: “Let us go
to Bethlehem to see what the
angels have told us”. And the
Samaritan woman runs to tell
her people: “This is the news: I
found a man who told me
everything I have done”. And the
people know the things that the
woman has done. And those
people run; they leave what they

are doing, even the housewife
leaves the potatoes in the pot —
she will find them burnt [on her
return] — but the important
thing is to go, to run in order to
see that surprise, that
announcement. It still happens
today. In our neighborhood, in
the villages, when something
extraordinary happens, people
run to see; they go in haste.
Andrew wasted no time and
went in haste to tell Peter: “We
have found the Messiah”.
Surprises, good news are always
announced in this manner: in
haste. There is a person in the
Gospel who takes his time. He
does not want to take risks. But
the Lord is good. He awaits him
with love. It is Thomas. “I will
believe when I see the wounds”
he says. The Lord also has
patience for those who are in no
hurry.
The surprising announcement,
the hastened response, and the
third thing I wish to mention to
you today is a question: “What
about me? Do I have a heart that
is open to God's surprises; am I
capable of going in haste or do I
persist with the refrain: “Well, I'll
see tomorrow, tomorrow,
tomorrow?”. What does the
surprise tell me? John and Peter
hastened to the sepulchre. The
Gospel said that John “believed”.
Peter also “believed”, but in his
own way; with his faith
somewhat clouded by regret for
having denied the Lord. The
surprising announcement, the
running, the hastening and the
question: And what do I do on
this Easter Day?

Joby John P
What ineffable joy one knows
when one loves, serves and
shares selflessly!
Bl. Mariam Thresia is such a
one, who is soon to be
canonized saint. She was the
third daughter of Thoma and
Thanda Chiramel in
Puthenchira of Trichur district in
the state of Kerala, India. Her
mother was a devout and Godfearing woman. She took great
efforts to bring up her children

in the love and fear of God.
As a baby, sitting in the lap of
her mother, Thresia learnt
about Jesus and Mother Mary.
Thresia's mother would relate
to her about the passion and
sufferings of our Lord Jesus.
Listening with rapt attention
Thresia absorbed all that she
heard, and treasured them
preciously deep within her
heart. Yes, even the mystery of
the Trinity was explained to the
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Before God, for Families,
Without Wilting...

children. Thresia was fond of
listening to the stories of saints.
Whenever her mother prayed
the Rosary, she too would pick
up a rosary and roll the beads
with her little fingers. By the
time she was three years old
she had already accepted
Mama Mary as her own mother.
Thresia claimed that Mother
Mary herself had taught her to
pray the Rosary.
She had the habit of refusing
her friends when they called
her out to play with them. On
one occasion when her mother
scolded her for this, prompt
was her reply, "Mother how can
I go and play when God is
sad..." From childhood itself she
had an ardent desire to share in
the passionate sufferings of
Jesus. Prompted by this desire,
one day she loaded a heavy
stone on her back and moved
about on her four limbs in the
yard in front of her house. Soon
the Infant Jesus came to her
side and removing the stone
climbed on to her back.
On the day of her First Holy
Communion, at the age of ten,
Jesus smiled and hugged her
tight. When she was just
eighteen years old, her mother
left them for her heavenly
abode. Thresia then had to take
on the responsibility of caring
for her father and her siblings.
Thresia had three very close
friends with whom she would
go daily to church. She would
quickly finish her domestic
chores and then visit the
neighbouring households along
with her friends. She would beg
for food and medicines and
distribute them to the needy
and the destitute. She took care
of orphans. She would lovingly
advise the naughty ones and
bring them around to God.
The Rosary prayer was the
zmain source of her strength.
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Wherever she went, she would
go about praying the Rosary.
She was gifted with the gift of
healing. Her prayers brought
healing and recovery to the
diseased. She prayed a lot for
the conversion of sinners, and
with her prayers helped many a
dying person to cross over in
grace. By her merciful and
tender love she managed to
bring peace and happiness in
many discordant families.
When the small-pox epidemic
hit the village of Puthenchira,
Thresia went down on her
knees and prayed fervently
round the clock, asking God to
save them from the dreadful
disease. It was common for the
bodies of those dying from
small-pox to be wrapped in
mats and buried alive. One day
Thresia happened to see a
small-pox affected person
being carried away to be buried
alive. She ran towards them
and rescued the sick one. She
placed the ailing person on her
lap, nursed him, and prayed, for
him, and with him. He died
shortly afterwards and Thresia
saw his soul being grandly
taken to Heaven with song and
music.
Thresia who constantly

meditated on the Passion of
Jesus was gifted by the Lord
with his Stigmata. She would
experience the excruciating
pain of wearing a Crown of
Thorns. Because of this she had
to face a lot of
misunderstanding, both from
her family and from the locals.
Even the Bishop had doubts
regarding the spiritual state of
her soul. Yet she never
complained, but bore them all
joyfully for the Lord.
Thresia keenly wished to lead a
solitary life in fervent prayer.
Enabling her to do this the
Bishop of Thrissur sent her to
stay in a Carmelite Convent.
There she got the golden
chance to learn the Psalms and
other Prayers, under the
guidance of St. Euphrasia.
Later, with the support of her
spiritual director Fr. Joseph
Vithayathil, she built a prayer
house of solitude in
Puthenchira and moved in
along with her three friends. On
May 14th, 1914, the Bishop of
Trichur, Bp George Menachery
canonically blessed the new
Congregation as the
"Congregation of the Holy
Family" (C.H.F). Sr. Mariam
Thresia had by then been

convinced that the surest path
of sanctification of families was
a devotion to the Holy Family.
The main mission of the
Congregation was 'the
sanctification of families.' By
their reparation and penitential
practices the sisters of the
Congregation were
instrumental in sanctifying the
families which they
approached. For a person with
only a primary education to her
credit, Thresia was especially
blessed by God to offer wise
and practical solutions to the
problems that the families
encountered. This gave her the
name, "The Patroness of
Families".
Mariam Thresia was very fond
of Jasmine flowers. The day
after she died, the Jasmine
plants in the convent flowered
luxuriantly! So her coffin was
decorated extravagantly with
these flowers. 50 years after
her death when her grave was
opened the Jasmine flowers in
the crown on her head had not
wilted!
O Patroness of Families,
Blessed Mariam Thresia, pray
for the sanctity of our families.
Amen-

Let's hold hands and
pray for all the parents
and their children around
the world along with our
personal intentions

NIGHT VIGIL
Time: 2019 April 12, Friday, 7.30pm to 12.00am
Venue: St. Chavara Pilgrim Centre,
Mannanam, Kottayam

For prayer requests, please call at:

+91 99959 14040 -

For more information:

0484 2559313

(10am-5pm)

E-mail: prayer@angelsarmy.in
Accomodation can be arranged for those who cannot return after the prayer.
Kids are welcome to join their parents.

Prayer for the Election
Dears in Jesus, come, let us join in prayer for the forthcoming
Parliament (Lok Sabha) elections....

"Lord, we humbly pray that You send Your 'angels
of peace and blessing' to all the polling booths"
Let us lift up to God in prayer, each and every polling booth of our
country. Please make it an intention when you gather for Family
Prayer.

"Mother Mary, Queen of angels, we consecrate our
country to your Immaculate Heart"
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For those who are unable to come may pray
at their homes during the date and time
mentioned above, Kindly intimate your
prayer needs to us, either by letter or by
email or over the phone. We assure you of
our prayers.

Holy Recreation
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Boney Chellanam
'Recreation' - the word sounds
good, of course. The very
thought of recreation brings
happiness to the minds of all.
When we think of recreation
what first comes to the mind is,
doing something that we enjoy,
may be playing a favourite game
or watching a movie or going for
a picnic or the like. Let's try
searching for a deeper meaning.
We sure will land with two
important aspects. One, is 'a
keen interest', and the second, is
'a home'. Confusing! Is it? Allow
me to explain. That is,
'recreation' generates a
comfortable atmosphere which
results from an ardent interest, a
selfless cooperation, and a team
spirit, that is typical of a home, a
family.
When all the members of the
family are involved, recreation
serves to cement and strengthen
family ties. It is our kids who
stand to gain more from this
beneficial form of recreation. Yes,
entertainment is also an easy
means to inculcate good values
in our children. Parents should
be particular that their children
draw lasting values like holiness,
humility and good sense from
their recreational activities. Make
sure that anything and
everything - even recreation begins with and ends with
prayer.
The younger kids in the family

generally wish to spend most of
their leisure time in games.
Playing games is a good
platform for them to master
essential skills which would
otherwise be dull and boring. A
right choice of games can help
them to learn the names of
objects, to hold a pencil or a pen
in the right manner, to harmonize
and coordinate, to allow
imagination to grow positively, to
be honest and truthful, to respect
others' wishes and to keep
others happy.
Through games children also get
trained to perform tasks on their
own. They learn to take initiative
without having to be prodded.
Play-time widens their
imagination and brings out
innovative ideas. Games
encourage them to express
themselves and to present their
own ideas. They get seasoned to
endure hardships and to accept
defeat and failure which
incidentally are inevitable in day
to day life.
That a child should not play,
should, instead, always have his
head buried in a text-book is a
wrong notion, no doubt. Some
children spend more time in
playing. They wish that even
their parents join them to play.
Most kids soon get fed up of
their toys and search for new
ways of entertainment. There are
children who prefer to be near

their parents even while they
play.
Children do not need very
expensive toys to play with. For
them even the kitchen utensils or
cardboard boxes will do. Placing
two chairs opposite each other
and spreading a bedspread over
them becomes a makeshift toy
house for them, under which
they can enact all the domestic
activities of a usual home.
Whatever is seen around them
can be imagined as vehicles,
animals, plants, shops and so on.
Devote time with the children
while they play, watching them
and using the opportunity to help
them imbibe important values of
life. Talk and discuss with them
about their games. Watch them
play and appreciate their efforts.
Then they will feel that they are
important, that their games are
important. This will make them
prone to obey whatever you tell
them in the midst of the play. For
a variety, parents should
introduce fresh games to them.
Allow them to use their own
strategies and methods,
however foolish they may seem
to you. Suggest, but do not
insist, that they follow your
brilliant ideas. Give them the
freedom to use old clothes,
shoes and hats to dress up as
different characters. This can
bring out the hidden acting talent
in them.

good yet interesting magazines
and story books (including ones
on the lives of Saints), compact
discs of harmless nursery rhymes
and devotional songs can be
freely provided to the kids.
Library memberships should be
encouraged. Monitoring by the
parents in all these areas is a
must, so that the children are not
innocently led astray.
However, a variety should be
ensured in order to keep their
interests alive.
Family tours, picnics and
excursions serve to fortify ties
among the members of the
family. Here again variety is the
spice. Visiting the zoo, the
museum, the boat-club, or other
scenic spots is a healthy form of
recreation. Pilgrimages can also
be included once in a while.
Following are some tips that can
be followed to combine good
sense and human values with
Recreation....
1. Have a weekly family time,
say on Friday nights, where all
the members of the family come
together, talk and laugh,
appreciate and give prizes for
achievements on the home front
like tidying up the toys, or
cleaning up an area, or learning
to button up the shirt, or wearing
shoes, or a bit of needlework, or
the like - small acts and little
triumphs that need to be
admired and recognized.
2. Allot one day in a week for the
children to help in getting meals
ready for the family. They could
mess it up a bit, but that does
not matter. Their participation
will invoke a sense of
responsibility which no amount
of parental advice can gain.
3. Spend some time together
after supper, cracking jokes and
doing mimics, laughing together
and making fun.
4. One member could hum a
tune and the others could try to
guess the song. Make up a song

about your children in your own
tune or in some familiar tune.
5. Along with the birthday gift
you could enclose a prayer and a
blessing for the child's future.
6. Once in a while, permit the
child to spend time alone, away
from the rest.
7. Allow children to try their
hand at repairing things at home.
8. Go through the family album,
with the kids. They love to see
their own and their parents'
childhood photographs.
9. Ask the kids to select a
number between say 5 and 15.
Then you can share with them
about your yesteryears at that
age, the type of clothes you
wore, your food habits, the
vehicles that were popular then,
the pets you had, your friends,
the type of music that was the
favourite, your house, your
friends etc. Children enjoy
hearing such stories from their
parents. They are keen to know
what those days were like.
Recreation and Spirituality are
neatly interconnected. Spirituality
involves walking with Jesus.
Recreation that stifles the life of
the Spirit cannot be termed as
recreation. Leisure time should
combine the element of joy with
holiness and good sense. Even in
the midst of entertainments
children should be able to live
and relish their bond with Jesus,
who, by the way, enjoys playing
with them. Recreation is not just
a platform for fun and frolic, it
also serves to impart spiritual
values, provided Jesus is not left
out of the entertainment. So also
Spirituality loses boredom and
monotony when the element of
delight is added. The Word of
God comes alive during
recreation.
Rejoice always, pray without
ceasing, give thanks in all
circumstances, for this is the will
of God in Christ Jesus for you.
(1Thessalonians 5:16, 17, 18)
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The younger kids generally do
not conform to the rules of the
game. What they say and do
holds. Yet while playing games
with building blocks or making
sketches or pictures, it should be
ensured that the kids know the
right from the wrong.
Another important aspect is
permitting them to play games
which are the 'not so tidy and
clean' type, for example
colouring and painting, clay
modelling, playing with sand etc.
Also let them help you knead the
dough when you are in the
kitchen. Encourage them to
vacuum and clean, and to tidy up
the mess afterwards. Assisting in
the household chores in
whatever way they can, will then
turn out to be recreation time for
them. They may not come up to
your expectations, but that
doesn't matter. Permit them.
Ensure that watching Television
or playing on the computer is
restricted to half an hour at the
most. Kids do not learn to talk or
communicate by sitting before
these boxes. They need live
human beings to express
themselves. And for that they
should have their parents
around. Make it a point to
converse with them while you
play with them or even while you
are at your chores.
Let them have a new means of
recreation each day. It should not
be the same monotonous routine
every day. There should be a
change, for example, may be
riding a bicycle, or it could be
jogging, or playing a ball game,
or having a gala time in the bathtub, or going to a park or a
swimming-pool or the beach etc
etc. The choices are many. We
can be sure that every form will
impart some human value or the
other to the child.
Some children enjoy reading
books or listening to music in
their leisure time. Their choices
should be monitored. Morally
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Following
God's Will
Mary Rose Mathew

The more we entrust our lives to
God, the more we experience
His unfailing care and protection.
I realized this truth during the
times I was pregnant.
I had resigned my job when I
was pregnant with my eldest
son, Ephraim, because I greatly
felt the need to prepare for his
birth. When Ephraim was 7
months old, I returned to work at
a different company. However,
this job did not pay well, so I left
it and found a better paying one

right away; I should put my
career first and we can worry
about expanding our family
later.” Reluctantly, my husband
gave in to my desire.
In those days, my husband and I
would attend daily Mass in the
morning and also spend some
time together in Adoration each
day. One day, during our visit to
the Adoration Chapel, while my
husband's eyes were closed in
fervent prayer, a cherubic
toddler was running around in
the Chapel. He looked very much
like our son, albeit a bit younger,
with curly hair and dressed in
white. It was evident that he had
just learned to walk. He
approached the Monstrance,
looked up at the Blessed
Sacrament, and frolicked around
a little more. Then he ran
towards my husband, stood near
him for a moment and suddenly
jumped into his lap. My husband
was startled and opened his
eyes, and then realized that he
had seen a vision!
Was God telling us to prepare
for our second child, he mused.
He prayed, “Lord, is this what
you are telling me?” and then, to
find an answer, he opened the
Bible. He read in amazement,
the verses that his eyes fell
upon: For this child I prayed; and
the LORD has granted me the
petition that I made to Him.
Therefore I have lent him to the
LORD; as long as he lives, he is
given to the LORD.” She left him
at yet another firm. Soon, my
there for the LORD ( 1 Samuel
ambitions for my career began to 1:27-28). He was convinced that
soar. I began to dream of
God was telling us to prepare for
promotions, and even better pay our next child. Joseph again
and I began to focus on the goal asked the Lord, “Will our next
of career-advancement. I
child be a boy or a girl? What
thought that, since I had set
should we name the child?”
aside all my personal desires at
After praying, he opened the
the time of my pregnancy, I
Bible again to receive an answer.
would have to work really hard
Once more, he was surprised to
now to realize my professional
find that he had opened the
aspirations. I even expressed
Bible to the Book of the Prophet
these thoughts to my husband,
Ezekiel, because in prior
Joseph. I said to him, “Let us not conversations, Joseph and I had
think about having another baby put Ezekiel on the top of our list

After all, had not our Lord totally
convinced us?
While I was on maternity leave, I
received some more good news.
My company had given all the
employees more than 30% hike
in salary! Even though I was on
leave, I would also be eligible to
receive the raise! Three months
later, when my leave ended and I
went back to work, I received yet
another pay-raise. Sons are
indeed a heritage from the Lord,
the fruit of the womb a reward.
(Psalm 127:3)
When we open ourselves to the
gift of life, and do this even in

the face of hardships, God helps
us to overcome our trials. My
husband and I experienced this
saving power of God firsthand.
Children are a gift from God, the
door through which He showers
His blessings upon our families.
So, my dear friends, do not
practice contraception in any
form, whether temporary or
permanent.
“O how abundant is your
goodness that you have laid up
for those who fear you, and
accomplished for those who
take refuge in you, in the sight
of everyone!'' (Psalm 31:19)
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of boy-names.
When we left the Chapel, Joseph
told me everything that had
happened. Upon hearing this, I
too was convinced that the Lord
desired us to prepare for our
next child. Again, I decided to
put my career aspirations on the
back burner. I trusted that the
Lord would help me with my
career if we submitted to His
will. Joseph and I then began
praying in preparation for our
next baby. In about three
months, I conceived again and
we were filled with great joy.
We wanted to confirm what the
Lord wanted us to name our
baby, so the next time we went
for Adoration, Joseph again
asked Him in prayer. To his great
astonishment, he opened his
Bible again to the Book of
Ezekiel - that too, to the
introduction! The chapters only
began on the next page! There
was no doubt left in our minds
that this was the name He
wanted us to give our second
child. Ezekiel.
When Joseph received our
newborn baby from the nurse,
he prayed, “In the name of the
Father, and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit, I receive you my
child. I consecrate you, Ezekiel,
to the Immaculate Heart of our
Holy Mother.” As soon as the
baby heard his name, he opened
his eyes and looked to the
direction of the sound. But
something more interesting
happened a bit earlier. When I
had been admitted to the
hospital for my delivery, Joseph
had been handed a form which
he needed to fill, in order to
apply for the birth certificate.
Although this was supposed to
be completed after the birth and
turned in soon after, Joseph filled
it and turned it in as soon as I
was taken to the labour room.
Name – Ezekiel; Sex – Male. The
nurse asked him, “Are you so
sure you will have a son?”
“Absolutely!” he assured her.

When Joseph received our
newborn baby from the nurse,
he prayed, “In the name of the
Father, and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit, I receive you
my child.
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Queen of
God's Heart
Meryl Mathew
Last year we made plans to visit
the Marian shrine at Velankanni
during the month of August. The
travel tickets and the boarding
rooms were already booked and
I was counting down in eager
anticipation. About three days
before our day of travel, my
Mummy called me to tell me that
we were not going!
The Deluge
The incessant rains that hit all
the districts of Kerala for almost
three weeks had caused a lot of
devastation. The heavy
downpour flooded most places,
dams had to be opened, people
were marooned. The airport
runway was flooded. Flights and
trains were being cancelled.
Railway platforms were flooded,
railway tracks were washed
away. Trains had to be halted
halfway through because the

lines were flooded. It was a
me because I'm not able to do it
terribly disastrous situation!
on my own." And then I picked a
Velankanni, though not within
verse out of the Bible box.
the state of Kerala, is close to the
sea.
God Decides
This is what it said, "Know that I
The Wavering
am with you and will keep you
Our well-meaning relatives and
wherever you go, and will bring
friends advised us against the
you back to this land; for I will
not leave you until I have done
pilgrimage. I felt very much
what I have promised you."
disheartened. The grounds for
cancelling the trip did make a lot (Genesis 28:15)
of sense and yet I thought to
Letting out a tiny exhilarated
myself, "No, there ought to be
shout, I rang up my Mom and
some solution surely. We won't
told her, "See this is what God
have to call it off." I hung up on
has to tell us. We don't need to
Mummy's call, went to the
worry now. That's it. We're
prayer room in our Angels' Army going!" It is so wonderful that
office and began whining about
God wants us to go to Him first.
how much I was looking forward It's as though He is desperately
to it. I was literally complaining
waiting for us just to go to Him
out aloud, like a small child.
and He immediately puts us at
Having made a fuss of it, I said,
ease.
"O God, if this is Your will, I will
accept it; but You have to help

just can't let this happen. Please,
please..." I remember begging
her even as I was sitting at the
edge of my seat, worry weighing
me down.
As I kept praying the 'Hail
Mary…', I sensed a ray of hope. It
was immediate, not gradual.
"After all, God had promised us,
right? That He would go with us
and bring us back? Okay Mama
Mary, I will trust in God's word.
He cannot falter. And He never
makes mistakes, right?", I kept
telling myself. The time kept
ticking. The train hadn't left the
station yet though it was well
past the departure time. The
girls were still inside the train
and our driver kept driving.
Sometimes, such trials are
necessary and are allowed by
God to strengthen our faith in
Him. Even though all odds may
be against us and His promises
might seem impossible, Mama
Mary can teach us to trust her
Son, to place our trust in God as
she did her whole life. We
reached the station at 10:20, ran
to the train and as soon as we
got in, it slowly chugged
forward. We checked the time. It
was 10:22. I'm sure, Mama Mary
kept it on hold until we got in.

The Promise Fulfilled
And God did travel with us all
the way and back. His presence
was felt and experienced in
every arrangement. We
Back On Knees
journeyed comfortably, spent
I began praying the 'Hail Mary…' time at Mother Mary's shrine and
as the thought of the young girls, came back safe and sound. Glory
my cousins, having to travel
to God and thanks to Mama
alone at night in the train made
Mary!
me sweat. Praying the 'Hail
In the words of St. Maximilian
Mary…' repeatedly was
something I did whenever I was Kolbe, "Prayer is powerful
beyond limits, when we turn to
in an uneasy or tense situation
the Immaculata who is Queen,
and it was completely
even of God's heart."
involuntary. We called the girls
up and explained that if we were
to catch the train, some miracle
should happen. "Please Mother,
you can't let this happen. You

Blessed is the
fruit of the womb

The leaflet prepared by the
Pregnancy Wing of the
Angels' Army Ministry that
helps the expectant mother
to spend the 9 months in
fruitful prayer.
The Pregnancy Wing under
the Intercession Team of the
Angels' Army Ministry prays
for pregnant mothers and their
babies all through the 9
months. When you call us
requesting for prayers, the
mother and baby enter this
chain of prayer. From that day
onwards you will be
remembered in intercessory
prayer by many and will also
be lifted during Holy Mass
celebrated by various Priests.
If intimated at the time of
delivery, special prayers will
again be offered for you.
............................................................
For copies 0484-2559313
(10am to 5pm)

angelsarmy04@gmail.com
.......................................................
For your prayer needs please
call us:

+91 88915 85850, 04842559313
......................................................
Those who feel inspired to
pray for babies in the womb
may please contact us:

+91 88915 85850
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The Hurdle Race
Our train was scheduled to leave
Ernakulam station at 10 pm. We
booked a cab to the railway
station at 9 pm. There was no
tension, no worry. I mean, God
had explicitly spoken to us that
He would bring us back to this
land. Little did we know that we
were in for a rough ride. To
begin with, the cab was late by
20 minutes to pick us.
Apparently, it was the cab
driver's first day at work. Added
to that, he did not know
anything regarding the routes
and directions in Ernakulam.
Thankfully, we didn't either. So
we had to depend on Google
Maps. We were set to reach the
station in 30 minutes, i.e., at
9:50. I became a little nervous.
Yes, the Bible message was so
encouraging but still the timing
was so tight. At about 9:45 we
realized that we were actually
driving on the same roads in
circles. We stopped to ask for
directions. We were told that
from that spot it would take us a
good 45 minutes to reach the
station. We had 5 minutes for 10
and the train was set to leave at
10. My heart sank. Two of my
cousins were already in their
seats inside the train waiting for
us. The start station of the train
was Ernakulam so there was no
chance for the train to be
delayed.
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Honeymoon
Companions
Meenu Tojo, Thiruvananthapuram
What if you were to invite Jesus
to come with you in your
honeymoon? How about asking
the saints to come along? Would
it be boring? I don't think so,
because my husband and I had
the most memorable experience.
Since we did not have much
time, Tojo and I had planned just

a day-trip on July 8, our own
personal Valentine's Day. It was
also the Feast day of St. Aquila
and St. Priscilla. Before our
wedding, during our telephone
conversations, we had decided
to entrust every single aspect of
the wedding preparations to
some saints, asking them to

intercede for us. Thus, we had
chosen this saintly couple, St.
Aquila and St. Priscilla, as the
patron saints of our married life.
On the day before our
honeymoon, we went to the
Adoration Chapel to entrust our
entire trip to Jesus. We prayed
that Sts. Aquila and Priscilla
would watch over us and ensure
that we would have an enjoyable
honeymoon. The travel itself, we
commended to St. Joseph of
Cupertino, the one who had
safeguarded us during our
wedding day travels.
Our train was to leave at 5:45
am the next day from
Thiruvananthapuram. We set
our alarm and went to bed. At
around 3:15 am, someone rang
our door bell. It was the elderly
lady who lived in the flat below
us. She told us that her husband
was not well and that their son
was not at home to take care of
him. My husband immediately
rushed to help and returned
home about half an hour later.
He then checked on the train
arrival status and discovered
that the train would arrive at the
railway station at 5:20 am! We
thanked St. Joseph of Cupertino
that we had woken up early;
otherwise, we would not have
known about the train's early
arrival!
At 6:30 am, we reached
Nagercoil. The first thing we did
was to check and see if there
was a Church where we could
attend Holy Mass. Sure enough,
we found that St. Francis
Xavier's Cathedral had Mass at
7:00 am. We had 15 minutes to
get there. Again, we thanked St.
Joseph for his impeccable timing!
When we reached the church,
we found that it was a famous
pilgrimage centre, because the
tomb of blessed Devasahayam
Pillai was there. And an altar at
which St. Francis Xavier had
celebrated Mass was also kept
there! We thanked God that we

Back at Kanyakumari, we spent
some time on the sandy beach,
picking up shells. All on a
sudden, in the middle of the
sunny afternoon, it began to
pour and we were drenched.
However, in our togetherness,
Tojo and I were perfectly happy.
God and mother nature seemed
to have worked hand-in-hand to
arrange a grand honeymoon trip
for us.
Since the train was going to be
late, we took a bus back to
Nagercoil at around 6:30 pm,
and decided to travel by bus
from there to
Thiruvananthapuram. However,
we had not travelled a short
distance when we got stuck in a
traffic jam. The traffic was being
diverted because of the road
block, so our bus turned around.
Just then, we saw that there was
a super-fast bus to
Thiruvananthapuram right
behind us, that was also stuck in
the traffic jam. It was the last
bus to Thiruvananthapuram! We
immediately got out of our bus
and boarded the super-fast bus.
Miraculously, as soon as we
boarded, the traffic began to
move. Again, we marvelled at
the perfect timing. It seemed as
though the road block had
happened just to make us find
the super-fast bus. Thank you,
St. Joseph of Cupertino, patron
saint of travellers! We couldn't
believe how much he had
continued to help us in this trip!
In thanksgiving for the trip, we
prayed the Rosary during the
journey home.
Let us ask all of heaven to
accompany us in our travels. If
we do this, our vacations will
turn out to be more enjoyable
than we can ever imagine!
“In your presence there is
fullness of joy; in your right hand
are pleasures forevermore.''
(Psalm 16:11b)
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were given this great blessing to
begin our honeymoon at such a
holy place. The Mass was
celebrated in Tamil. Even though
we did not understand the
language, we were thankful that
we could participate in Holy
Mass and praise God in a
different language.
Next, we had some breakfast,
washed, and began our bus
journey to Kanyakumari. Upon
reaching there, we took a lot of
photographs at the various
scenic locations. Our next
destination was Vivekananda
Rock. When we reached the
ferry to take us there, there was
already one boat ready to leave.
We were able to get two seats.
Almost immediately, the boat
departed. The journey on the
waters of the Indian Ocean was
the most memorable one and
definitely a unique experience;
travelling on the ocean waters is
in stark contrast to travelling in a
river or the back waters.
Standing atop Vivekananda
Rock, we enjoyed the beauty of
God's creation – the point where
three seas meet.
For the return trip from
Vivekananda Rock, I hoped we
would get a side seat on the
boat. I expressed this desire to
Jesus and the saints. However,
when we reached the ferry, we
were at the latter half of a long
line of people waiting to get into
the boat. It was quite obvious
that all the side seats would be
occupied by the time we got in.
However, just when the next
boat arrived, a security person
ordered that a second line be
created starting with us. What a
stroke of luck! We were able to
get into the boat right away and
get the seats we wanted! We
were filled with such a great joy
to think that Jesus had heard
even the smallest of our prayers!
He had waited until the last
moment and kept it a surprise
for us!

Family Retreat by
Angels' Army
BANGALORE

ERNAKULAM

TRIVANDRUM

Asirvanam Benedictine Monastery,
Kumbalgodu Post, Kenkeri,
Bangalore, - 560074

Alpha Pastoral Centre
Edakochi -10

Mar Gregorious Renewal Centre
Inside Mar Ivanious College Campus

2019

May 2 , 11.30pm to May 5 , 2pm
nd

th

2019

May 9th, 10am to May 12th, 2pm

2019

May 29th, 10am to June 1st, 2pm

Separate sessions for parents and children

Special prayer session for pregnant mothers

Separate sessions for children of different age groups

Counselling

For booking contact: 98462 73731, 79946 99342

WOMBCAT RETREAT
For pregnant mothers and their family.
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Couples who were married within last 10 years can also attend this
retreat with their families.
Parithrana Retreat Center, Adichira, Kottayam

2019

May 19th, 10am to May 22nd, 2pm

For more details contact: 98462 73731, 79946 99342
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Madhuramozhi
Everyday 7am & 7pm
A programme on Parenting Hosted by Angels' Army Team in association
with Shalom TV

Youcat
Everyday 1am & 1pm
You need to know what you believe. You need to understand it like a good musician
knows the piece he is playing

www.angelsarmy.in/radio.html

Listen to Angels’ Army Radio 24x7

Diary of St. Faustina
Everyday 9am, 9pm, 2.30am, 2.30pm
The Diary if St. Faustina in Angels’ Army Radio as an audio drama

Madhuramozhi

A programme on Parenting Hosted
by Angels' Army Team
(Episodes can be viewed in YouTube)
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