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The Third Son
A friend of mine woke up in the
middle of the night as though
somebody had called him.
Feeling strongly inspired to pray,
he went down on his knees
before God. As he prayed, a
telephone number came into his
mind. He felt an urge to make a
call to that number, but on
second thoughts hesitated,
because it was too late, and it
was an unknown number. But
the urge did not leave him. So he
finally did dial the number at that
very unearthly hour. The tone of
the voice at the other end, which
sounded like that of a young
man, was slightly panicked and
alarmed. That he was not asleep
was evident. The moment my
friend told him that he had called
because Jesus had prodded him
to call, the young man burst into
a wailing. Following some grave
issues with his parents, he was

about to commit suicide, and
that is exactly when the call
came! He realized that God was
aware of his pains and troubles.
In the telephone call he
recognized the loving concern of
God. His hopes returned and
with it came the longing to live.
".....so that whether we are
awake or asleep we may live
with Him." (1Thess.5:10).
By frequent interventions God is
continuously at work through
those who live in union with
Him. God's plans are fulfilled
only when one tunes his ears to
listen to the promptings of the
Spirit of God and also acts as per
the inspirations. In the Bible, in
Matthew 21: 28-32 we read
about the parable of the two
sons who were asked by their
father to go and work in the
vineyard. The first one agreed to

go, but he didn't. Even though
the second one refused at first,
later he repented and went. Let
us imagine the perfect option
that of a third son, who not only
consents immediately but also
goes promptly. God is inviting us
to become this third son, the one
who listens attentively to Him,
and acts as per the Divine
promptings. Let us respond in a
way that pleases Heaven.
Let us repent of the moments
when we did not heed to the
whispers of God within our inner
being. Let us seek His
forgiveness for the times when
we did not co-operate. May He
heal us of our unfaithfulness.
SUNIL ELIAS
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The Noble
Prince
Mary Joseph
Prince Casimir was the third
child among the 13 children of
Casimir IV the king of Poland.
His mother Elizabeth was the
princess of Austria. Well, he is a
prince ! So what do you think his
life would have been like? He
would have had a big castle,
precious jewels, lots of luxurious
possessions, many servants to
attend to his every need etc...
etc... Yes indeed he was living in
the lap of luxury.
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But he was not like any other
prince.He was very prayerful and
devout. Even when he was a
little child he wanted to offer his
life for the service of God. Late at
night when everyone else was
sleeping he would get out of his
bed and go to the chapel to pray.
He was the first one to reach the
chapel in the morning for
celebrating Holy Mass and he
was very keen about serving as
the altar boy.He paid great
attention even to the simplest
prayers during the Mass.
Prince Casimir was next in line
to the Throne of Poland. So in
order to teach him about the
ruling his father the king asked
Casimir to accompany him
wherever he was going. And
soon enough Casimir started
helping his father in the state
matters. Usually when people
are surrounded by luxury and
other urgent matters they tend
to forget God . But Casimir was
not like that. First, be faithful to
God no matter whatever be the
duties and he considered all the
luxuries as mere distractions that
kept him away from Jesus. He
gave up his princely garments
for some simple clothes. He even
chose to sleep on the floor rather
than on the soft bed. Dear
friends, have you ever thought
that what you have at present is
not enough? We can try to
follow Prince Casimir's example
by giving up the little luxuries in
life now and then for Jesus.
The prince had the habit of
praying late in the night.He also
did penance for all his sins by
meditating upon the Passion of
Christ. He was devout to Mother
Mary too and was always
humming devotional hymns.
Some people made fun of his
devotion and simple life. That
never affected Casimir because
his heart was full of love for God.
He always spent his time among
the poor and the people
respected him for that. Dear
friends, all the taunts from
others should not dissuade us
from our prayers and other
devotional activities.

The prince have the
habit of praying late in
the night he also did
penance for all his sins
by meditating upon
the Passion of Christ.

Casimir never liked wars. He
was an advocate of peace.When
he was 15 he went to Austria
with the army, on the king's
orders but somehow the war
was avoided and he came back.
Casimir was happy that they
were able to avoid war. But the
king was furious and he locked
up Casimir in a castle for many
months for bringing disgrace to
the country, hoping to change
Casimir's mind. But Casimir
prayed more fervently in those
days. He decided that he would
rather live for spreading the love
of God than extending the
boundaries of his country. So
Jesus Himself chose to build His
Kingdom in Casimir's heart. He
helped the poor, the sick, the
suffering, the homeless, the
widows and orphans. Let us try
to be like him by helping the
needy around us.
When he was 22, Casimir's
parents arranged his marriage
with a beautiful princess. But
Casimir refused the proposal
saying that his heart already
belongs to Jesus. He passed
away at the tender age of 23 in
Lithuana due to a respiratory
infection. Our Lord Jesus raised
him to be a prince in His
Heavenly Kingdom. Many
miracles occurred through the
intercession of Casimir. When
they opened his grave after 120
years they were amazed to see
that his body was intact and the
room was filled with an ethereal
fragrance.
Dear friends, St. Casimir's life
teaches us to be faithful to God
in every situation. So, here's a
thought. Do we put Jesus in
second place when the worldly
matters become too much
attractive?Let us decide that we
shall serve Christ our King
wholeheartedly at all times. St.
Casimir, pray for us that we may
receive the grace to work
faithfully and lovingly for our
Lord Jesus Christ.

Word of God
Ejaculatory Prayer
August 1-8
“With the loyal you
show yourself loyal;
with the blameless
you show yourself
blameless.”
(2 Samuel 22:26)
.........................
Lord, help us to be
truthful in all that we
do.

August 9-15

August 16-23
“For we are what He has made us, created
in Christ Jesus for good works, which God
prepared beforehand to be our way of life.”
(Ephesians 2:10)
.........................
Lord, help me to live according to Your will.
August 24-31
“Only fear the
Lord, and serve
Him faithfully with all
your heart; for consider
what great things he
has done for you.”
(1 Samuel 12:24)
...............
My Lord! My God!
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“Commit your work to the
Lord, and your plans
will be established.”
(Proverbs 16:3)
........................
Lord, I trust in You.
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ANGELS' WING

Smart Kids
of Heaven
Tintu Sony

Everyone loves Mr. Tony's class.
He always starts his class with a
story and today also everyone
was eagerly waiting for the
same. He began to narrate, “Dre
Parker is very happy. Do you
know why? Today onwards
Master Hahn will be teaching
him Kung Fu. When he reached
Master Hahn's home, he
carelessly dropped off his jacket
somewhere. But the very first
task the Master gave to the boy
who was bursting with

excitement was to pick up his
jacket. He told Dre to put on his
jacket, take it off and repeat it.
Master Hahn was quite
unrelenting. One could only
imagine Dre's frustrating
predicament. Most of you are
aware of this scene from the
movie 'Karate Kid'. The jacket
exercise was repeated all day
even in the pouring rain.
Repeating a thousand times,
even when the viewers would
have been frustrated and Dre's

Dear friends,
faithfulness is an easy
way to be victorious in
life. So let us decide
from today onwards
to do every little thing
faithfully for the glory
of God and become a
smart kid of Heaven.

small great matters hidden in our
daily chores such as studies,
prayers etc. For example, how
can we manage our studies
faithfully? By studying our daily
lessons, by finishing our
homework on time, by not
cheating in exams, by respecting
our teachers and helping others
in their studies. What about our
prayers? How can we be faithful
in our prayers? By participating
regularly in family prayer,
leading the prayer, regularly
attending the prayer service in
the church, reading the Word of
God often etc. are all acts that
help us grow in faithfulness. It’s
good to cultivate the habit of
reading the Word of God daily
for at least 5 minutes and
gradually increase the time.
How can we be faithful when
we play? By following the rules,
by including everyone, by not
cheating, by appreciating others
and by not using bad words, we
are indeed being faithful to God.
These are just a few examples!
I would like to give you a
homework. Take a chart paper
and cut out a heart shaped piece
from it. List out the matters in
which you have to be faithful
and hang the chart in your study
room. You should make an effort
to read and practise things
written on the chart. If you find it
difficult to cut chart paper, you
can write the list in your diary or
notebook. Don't be disheartened
if you can't follow it daily, but
instead ask Jesus to help you to
go forward with this wonderful
exercise.
So, let’s repeat our promise once
again. “I will do each and every
little thing faithfully for the glory
of God and try to become a
smart kid of Heaven.” Thus we
can achieve what is given in
Revelations 2:10 in our lives.
“Be faithful until death, and I will
give you the crown of life”
(Revelations 2:10b)
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frustration was just imaginable!
He thought of giving up the
whole exercise and even told
that master Hahn doesn't know
Kung Fu. But Hahn had two
intentions in mind when he
asked Dre to repeat the exercise.
One, to get rid of Dre's habit of
carelessly dropping his jacket.
Two, to teach him Kung Fu
through this exercise.”
Mr. Tony finished the story and
asked them a question, “Who
wants to be a smart kid?” Some
of them were doubtful and
asked, “Won't we need to attain
A+ in all subjects for that?” Mr.
Tony's answer was a relief. He
said, “My dear children if each
one of you chooses to be faithful
even in the little things you do,
you too can be a smart kid. Dre
thought that the 'jacket exercise'
was a waste of time but when
he continued it faithfully he was
able to become a Kung Fu
champion.”
Dear friends, God is calling each
one of us to become the “Smart
kids of heaven.” How do we
become one? By being faithful
even in the little things. St.
Teresa of Calcutta always said,
“God has called us not to be
victorious but to be faithful.”
Being faithful is the most
important thing and indeed it is
God's job to grant us victory. We
can see the word 'faithfulness'
repeated throughout the Bible
from the Book of Genesis to the
Book of Revelations. When we
talk about God two words that
are often used to describe Him
are kindness and faithfulness.
(Psalm 36:5)
Dear friends, faithfulness is an
easy way to be victorious in life.
So let us decide from today
onwards to do every little thing
faithfully for the glory of God
and become a smart kid of
Heaven.
What exactly are these small
great matters? They are many

Sam's Bed time Stories
St. John Paul II
The Spiritual Son of the Virgin Mary

2
Carol's older brother Edmund passed away when he was 13 years old.
Edmund was a doctor and he had caught a deadly infection from one of
his patients. Carol was very close to his brother and his death was
extremely painful. Carol and his father were all alone. His father's
Catholic faith and prayer life was one of the greatest influences for Carol.
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Dear son, long life and good health are all gifts of
God. We should always be grateful to God and
be faithful to him.

Daddy, why do you
pray for so long ?
Son, since you have lost your
mother, I have been praying to
God to grant me the grace to
help you grow in purity.

Whenever Carol gets up in the middle of the night he
used to see his father praying on his knees
Carol was an all-rounder in school. When the children play
football, the team for which Carol was the goalkeeper always
won. But he was never hesitant to help the other team
Carol, we are not playing
today as our goalkeeper didn't
show up. Besides, you are the
opposite team's goalkeeper
and thus our chances to win
are pretty slim.

It doesn't matter. I will
be your goalkeeper
today and we can all
play together. That's
what really matters. So
shall we play?

Friends, did you notice what Carol
did? We all like to keep up our winning
streak, but it would be nice to let
others win once in a while.

Carol was one of the best students in his school. He was
the one who gave the welcome address when the
Bishop of Krakow visited his school. Later in the sacristy
a conversation happened as follows
Father, why don't we send
Carol to the seminary?

Your Excellency, he is
more interested in
literature, drama,
poetry and such things.
I am not sure whether
he has any inclination
towards a priestly life.

Very good. Don't be
discouraged. I and
the other teachers
will help you.

Carol completed his Honours in Polish language
and literature with flying colours.
Lolek, I am so happy for you and
your achievements. But you
shouldn't forget God in all these
victories. You should always hold
firmly onto Mother Mary's hands.

Of course daddy.
I actually want to
pursue Theology
and Philosophy
further.

Dear friends, Carol wasn't easily
disheartened by the adverse
situations, But he had steadfast faith in
God's Providence. We shall also try to
be like Carol by staying close to God.
So until next month farewell!

(to be continued...)
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Carol was enrolled in college after finishing his high
school education. Soon, Poland was defeated by
Germany in World War II and as a result all the colleges
were closed.
Professor, we want to study.
We wish to continue our
studies away from the prying
eyes of the army officers.

Very good. We require eager and enthusiastic
people like him and I am sure that he will be a
worthy addition to our Church.
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“Hello Lisa…
This is Maria”
Joseph M
Saturday morning began with
Holy Mass and back home Manu
and Maria were doing their
homework after breakfast. Maria
had Maths test on Monday. Just
then mom called her, “Maria,
you've got a call. It’s Lisa.” She
took the call, “Hi Lisa, I'm a little
busy right now. Can you call
after sometime? Okay, bye.”
Manu was sitting next to her.
He asked, “Why did Lisa call
you?”
“Oh! She had some doubts
regarding yesterday's Maths
exercise and wanted me to
clarify her doubts right away,
she's kind of stuck.”
“Then why didn't you help her?”
“Well, she's a little slow and I'd
lose my study time if I go to help
her now.”
“But Lisa, when you teach
someone won't you be able to
understand the lessons better?

have that you did not receive?
And if you received it, why do
you boast as if it were not a gift?'
(1 Corinthians 4:7). Now that all
what you have is a gift from
God, why do you strut in pride
thinking it is not. Our gifts from
God are to be used for helping
our fellow beings. The right
attitude we need is to be willing
to share these gifts with others
who need it. That's what God
expects from us when He
chooses to give us these gifts.”
“So Manu, what I did just now
was such a mean thing to do,
right?” Maria was feeling sorry.
“I'll call her back right away.”
Maria immediately called up Lisa
and cleared all her doubts. She
went to bed with a happy heart.
The exams were over. Students
were eagerly waiting to receive
their grades. The Maths teacher
came in with the scores and all
the while Maria was praying for
Lisa that she may pass. Lisa did
pass the exam with good marks
and Maria was so proud on
seeing her praise God after
receiving the grades.
“Maria…” Miss Susan called her.
“Congrats! You have the highest
aggregate. And I'd give you
some extra credits for helping
Lisa.”
“Thank you, Miss Susan.” Maria
was ecstatic.
“Do continue to help her and this
time, help Tom and Joe too.”
“Sure thing Miss S. I'd love to.”
As she was walking back home,
she repeated in her mind the
Bible verse that Manu has taught
her the day before: “Well done,
good and trustworthy servant;
you have been trustworthy in a
few things, I will put you in
charge of many things; enter into
the joy of your master.”
(Matthew 25: 21).
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Besides, it will be a revision for
you, right?” Manu asked.
“Oh you don't know her. Her
Maths grades are so bad. Miss
Susan has asked me to help her
with the exercises for this
exam.” Maria rolled her eyes.
But Manu wasn't done yet. He
continued, “Maria, what has
Jesus taught us…that the one
who can be trusted with the little
things shall be entrusted with
greater things. So shouldn't you
be doing something about this
little thing that Miss Susan has
asked you to do?”
“Okay fine. I'll l teach her if I have
time after finishing my work.”
“Maria, you must change this
attitude of yours. Why don't you
think from her perspective?”
“To think from her perspective?
How is that possible?” Maria
sounded unsure.
“Okay.” Manu asked, “What
would you have done if you
were in her place? Is there
someone at home to help her
with her studies?”
“Her parents have passed away
long back. She and her younger
sister are staying with their
grandparents. She is quite fond
of learning but there is no one at
home to help her.”
“Now did you understand why
she keeps calling you every now
and then? She genuinely wants
to learn but there's no one at
home to help her.”
“But, how does it matter even if I
don't help her?”
“Dear, you need to change this
attitude of yours.”
“What attitude?” Maria was
getting irritated.
“All that we have are the gifts
and blessings from the Lord.
Haven't you heard of this Bible
quote? 'For who sees anything
different in you? What do you

Prayer to the
Guardian
Angel

Oh, my dear Guardian
Angel, protect me
from all dangers. Help
me, so that I may
remain a beloved child
of my Jesus.
Safeguard me from all
dangers and bad
dreams tonight.

Little Kids

14 . Angels’ Army . August 2018

Friends, do you remember this story that Jesus
taught us?
“The Kingdom of Heaven is like a mustard seed,
which a man took and sowed in his field, which
indeed is the least of all the seeds; but when it is
grown it is greater than the herbs and becomes
a tree, so that the birds of the air come and nest
in its branches” (Matthew 13:31-32)

What you see in the picture is a mustard tree,
and there are lots of birds perched on it. Count
them and write the number in the square box
below.
Can you also recite the prayer “Jesus, increase
my faith” as many times as the number of birds
you have counted?

Sky Walk

Seeing a bird fly by, two children Louie and Anu wished they could also
fly like a bird. They expressed their desire to Jesus. He sent an Angel
from Heaven to help them fly across the sky, showing them the sights
down below… Now... Read on...
Here take Uncle, when you returned
the change there was 5 dollars extra.
Oh thank you so much dear.
That was very honest of you.

Dears, did you see
what that child did?

Yes we did. A good
boy he is, isn't he?
There are times when kids do not
behave so. That hurts Jesus a lot
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Once I found a coin on the floor of the classroom.
I picked it up and handed it over to the teacher.
The teacher gave it to the rightful owner.
Hasn't Jesus said, "Whoever is faithful in a very little is
faithful also in much, and whoever is dishonest in a very
little is dishonest also in much."?
See you next month then... Bye!

Bye.

Cross word puzzle
Based on Gospel according to St. Luke Chapter 1

1

2

3

4
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6

5

7

8

9

10
11

12
13

14
15
16
17
18
19

20

ACROSS
4.

Since the people saw that Zechariah was not able to speak, they
thought he had a--------------- while serving in the temple.(1:22)

7.

A priest who belonged to the priestly division of Abijah (1:5)

10.

Who said to Zechariah, ''Do not be afraid”? (1:13)

12.

Wife of Zechariah; a descendant of Aaron (1:5)

14.

The place where the Angel Gabriel appeared to Zechariah. (1:11) (three
words)

16.

The angel told Zechariah that he would not be able to ----------until
John was born.(1:20)

17.

Did Zechariah and Elizabeth have any children? (1:7)

18.

The angel said that Elizabeth will have a---------.(1:14)

19.

The angel told Zechariah that John was not to drink any --------.(1:15)

20.

Many people of ------------ will be brought back to the Lord. (1:16

1.

John was to make the people of Israel ready for the Lord to come in the
spirit of ---------. (1:17)

2.

When Elizabeth became pregnant, she went into seclusion and hid
herself for --------- months (1:24)

3.

What was the name of the angel who told Zechariah the good news.
(1:19)

5.

The Gospel writer Luke describes Zechariah and Elizabeth as being
upright in the sight of God and they observed all the Lord's ---------(1:6)

6.

Where did Zechariah go to offer incense at the appointed time to serve?
(1:9)

8.

The angel said that John would be filled with the power of the -----------. (1:15)

9.

What was the name Zechariah was to give his son? (1:13)

11.

Who was the king of Judea at this time ? (1:5)

13.

Zechariah was offering up -------------- while serving in the Lord's
temple. (1:11)

15.

The angel said that Zechariah's -----------has been heard. (1:13)
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DOWN
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During the period between the
year 1937 and 1940 in Heede,
Germany, Mother Mary appeared
several times to 4 children
Margaret Gansferth, Greta
Gansferth, Anna Schulte, and
Susanna Bruns. On asking her
how she should be addressed
she replied, "Queen of the
Universe", and "Queen of the
poor souls in Purgatory".
In the year 1950, Pope Pius XII
declared the Assumption of the
Blessed Virgin as a Dogma of
the Catholic Church. August
15th is celebrated by the Church
as the Feast of the Assumption
of the Blessed Virgin Mary. On
October 11th 1954, in his
Encyclical "Ad Caeli Reginam"
Pope Pius XII declared a new
Feast - the Feast of the
Coronation of Mother Mary by
her Son as the Queen of Heaven.
The Feast was initially
celebrated on the last day of the

Marian month, i.e. on May 31st.
The documents of II Vatican
Council, Lumen Gentium says,
"Finally, the Immaculate Virgin,
preserved free from all guilt of
original sin, after her earthly
sojourn, was taken up body and
soul into heavenly glory, and
exalted by the Lord as Queen of
the Universe, that she might be
the more fully conformed to her
Son, the Lord of lords, and the
conqueror of sin and
death"(Article 39). Based on this,
the Feast day of the Coronation
was shifted from May 31st to
August 22nd, i.e. the 8th day of
the Assumption, by Pope Paul VI
in the year 1969.
Let us prepare ourselves
spiritually, for the coming feasts
of the Assumption and the
Coronation, by meditating
deeply on the 4th& 5thGlorious
mysteries of the Rosary for one
week prior to the feast of

Assumption and to the feast of
the Coronation respectively.
Just as Jesus Christ and the
Church glorify her, so also let us
glorify her in our homes and in
our hearts. On her feast days, in
our houses, let us decorate the
image or statue of Mother Mary
with flowers. . Every act of
renunciation of ours can be
added as a diamond in the
crown of Mother Mary. On 22nd,
let us honour the Queen of
Universe by making a small
procession, holding her image or
statue and praying the Litany to
Mother Mary, inside the house.
Let us pray..."O Holy Queen of
Heaven and Earth, Mother of our
Merciful God, Virgin most
Merciful, Refuge of sinners; we
consecrate ourselves and our
whole family into your
Immaculate Heart. Amen"
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The Assumption and Coronation
of the Blessed Virgin Mary

(Youcat 297, CCC 1783-1788, 1799-1800)
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Kid Cat
Can a person form his conscience?
Yes, in fact he must do that. The
conscience, which is innate to every
person endowed with reason, can be
misled and deadened. That is why it must
be formed into an increasingly fine-tuned
instrument for acting rightly.

Child:

Grandma, you've told me that the
conscience is the voice of God which
inspires one to do good and to keep
away from evil, isn't it?
Grandma: Yes of course. Why do you have a
doubt now?
Child:
Today during the class exam, Tom
asked me to show him my answer
paper because he wanted to copy the
answers from my answer sheet. I did
not show it to him and he was very
angry with me for that. I am
wondering Grandma, why didn't his
conscience tell him that what he was
doing was wrong?
Grandma: My darling, through the conscience,
God does speak to everyone. But our
strong desires for worldly gain prevent
us from hearing his voice. And that's
why his voice sounds feeble. We need
to tune our conscience to listen to him.
We need to train ourselves for that.

Child:

Okay tell me then, how do I train my
conscience?
Grandma: How did you realize that copying from
another during an exam is wrong?
Child:
Teresa (elder sister) told me. She said
that 'copying' amounts to breaking the
commandment that says, 'Do not
steal'. It’s written in her Sunday School
Catechism book.
Grandma: You see, In the Word of God and
through the Holy Spirit the Church
herself teaches us what is right and
what is wrong.
Child:
Oh, so whatever I learn at Sunday
School Catechism will help me to train
my conscience and tune it to hear
God's voice, is it Grandma?
Grandma: Yes. Besides, the good examples of
your elders will also guide you in this.
And Jesus will strengthen you to
remain faithful to a conscience that is
spiritually inclined and well formed.

For Parents
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Fidelity to the promise of love:
God's everlasting blessing
Pope Francis
Contrary to modern notions,
fidelity in marriage does not rob
one of personal freedom, but is a
fundamental attribute of all
human relationships based on
love. Freedom and fidelity are
not opposed to each other. The
strength and beauty of love, as
well as friendship, come from
the fact that the persons
involved are bonded without
loss of freedom. Without
freedom there is no friendship;
without liberty there is no love;
without free consent there is no
marriage.
In our day, honouring of fidelity
to the promise of family life
appears largely weakened.
Mainly because a misunderstood right to seek one's own
satisfaction, at all costs and in
any relationship, is exalted as a

non-negotiable principle of
freedom. But in reality fidelity to
promises is a true masterpiece of
humanity! No loving relationship
— no friendship, no form of love,
no happiness in the common
good — reaches the height of
our desire and hope without
“this miracle which dwells in the
soul.”
The entire family is founded on
this promise. The fidelity
between husband and wife
brings with it the responsibility
to love and educate children, to
care for elderly parents and to
protect and care for the
“weakest members of the
family.” The marital promise
expands to share the joys and
sufferings of all fathers, mothers
and children, with generous
openness toward human

coexistence and the common
good. In contrast, a family that is
closed in on itself is a
“contradiction” of that same
promise.
Fidelity is a self-fulfilling
promise, a faith which “wants to
be truly shared and a hope
which wants to be nurtured
together.” Honouring the word,
fidelity to the promise, cannot be
bought and sold. They cannot be
forcefully imposed, or protected
without sacrifice. The fidelity in
love has to be seen as
honourable in society once
again.
This principle of fidelity, to the
promise of love and to
generations, is written in God's
creation as an everlasting
blessing, which is entrusted to
the world.
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The Reward
for the Faithful
Rose Mary
Born in central Italy near Modena
in 1882, Sergio Bernardini lost
his father, mother, brother, first
wife and their three young
children over a period of a few
months in 1912. Alone and with
many debts because of the
doctor’s bills, the medicine and
funerals, he rented out his mill
and went to work as a bricklayer
with his uncle. Then, with a
companion, he immigrated to the
United States and found work as
a miner with the prospect of
being able to earn more and
paying off his debts. However,
he returned to Italy after just a
year because, he said, he was
afraid that the life in a mine was
going to make him lose his faith
in Christ. With the money
earned in America, he covered
all the debts. Then, he started
working again as a bricklayer
with his uncle.
When God Proposed
The pastor, who had great
esteem for him, asked him to
become a priest, but Sergio

could not bring himself to start
studying at age 32, and so he
thought about getting married
again. He met Domenica
Bedonni (born in Verica on April
12th, 1889), the daughter of a
wealthy farmer, who owned a
house and land. She was a
cheerful girl, lively, very pious,
active and hardworking, with a
third grade education. At the age
of eighteen she wanted to enter
a convent but decided against it.
She was engaged for a brief
period of time but the man she
was supposed to wed died
before the wedding.
Sergio and Domenica prepared
for marriage by praying and
reading the Gospel together, and
they shared the project of having
a big, ideal Christian family, open
to the priestly, religious and
missionary vocations. They
married in the parish church of
Verica, on May 19th, 1914.
The Family Found on the Rock
They spent their lives between

home, church and the fields. In
the first thirteen years of their
marriage, they gave birth to ten
children. They were poor
farmers, but generous to anyone
who sought food or solace,
especially during the difficulties
of the First World War.
Domenica's dedication to her
husband and children was
complete. She was a happy
mother and thankful to God,
because they were healthy,
beautiful, good and intelligent.
The foundation of their family life
was prayer, morning and
evening prayer (with the daily
rosary), Mass on feast days,
despite the distance to church
and her frequent pregnancies.
They belonged to the Fraternity
of the Blessed Sacrament and
Eucharistic Adoration. Once their
children were grown, they went
to Mass every day and
celebrated the Franciscan Third
Order Office.
While the father educated his
children above all by his

The Pope said that the
Bernardinis are an
example to all
Christians as to how
to live the virtues to a
heroic degree within
the context of the
married life and that
they were above all
models of how to
educate one's children
in a Christian way.

Even while experiencing a
painful crisis of despair of being
away from their children, Sergio
spent the last two years of his
life suffering but his wife always
remained close to him, day and
night, even in the presence of
their children. She supported
him with words and gestures of
love, and with wisdom inspired
by faith.
The Bountiful Reward of the
Lord
Sergio died in 1966 and
Domenica in 1971. On 5 May
2015, Pope Francis declared the
husband and wife, Sergio and
Domenica Bernardini, Venerable.
The Pope said that the
Bernardinis are an example to all
Christians as to how to live the
virtues to a heroic degree within
the context of the married life
and that they were above all
models of how to educate one's
children in a Christian way.
The Bernardinis are the third
married couple in the history of
the Church to receive this
title(they were preceded by
Blessed Luigi and Blessed Maria
Beltrame and St. Louis and St.
Zelie Martin.) This married
couple, discovered the beauty of
a vocation of love in imitation of
the Holy Spouses of Nazareth,
were an example of virtue for
their family of ten children.
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example, the mother taught
them. She was their first
catechist. Six daughters and two
sons consecrated themselves to
God in religious and missionary
life. One of the sons Giuseppe,
became Archbishop of Izmir,
Turkey.
Going an Extra Mile with the
Church
The mother suffered greatly
from this detachment; but she
was proud of their vocation. She
accompanied them and
supported them constantly
through prayer, offering her
sacrifices for them, and writing
more than 600 letters, which
transmitted feelings,
consideration, and advice
inspired by faith. In her spiritual
testimony, she said everything
led her to God – even by “kissing
a rose, I kiss the beauty of God”.
She said her children were “my
crown and my treasure” and
wished she could find a way to
express what a great gift it was
to have so many children and
vocations in the family. She
prayed they would become
saints and “be a force for good in
the world”. When Sergio retired,
he and his wife “adopted” a
Nigerian seminarian – paying for
his priestly education in Rome
out of their modest pension.
That seminarian today is 76year-old retired Archbishop Felix
Alaba Job of Ibadan, Nigeria.
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Immense
Treasures in
Heaven
Preetha Joseph
Most of us tend to look with
awe, and gape at the big
achievements of ordinary
mortals who literally stand out in
the crowd by their deeds. But
let’s not forget that the teenyweeny things that we try to do
or renounce, without anyone
else knowing, do count a lot in
the books of Our Lord.
An incident in the life of St. Little
Therese of Lisieux whose 'Little
Way' is well-known but less
practised, goes like this. As a
postulant she was assigned to
do several household chores
including washing clothes, a

"He who is Faithful in Little
Things..."
Rani stood very respectfully with
folded hands. Mass was going
on. In between her eyes
wandered from the altar, fell on
the lady just in front of her.
"Wow! What a lovely dress!",
she thought to herself, "I must
buy a similar one for myself".
Suddenly she was jolted out of
her thoughts and realized how
far from Mass she had gone. She
felt sad, sad that her thoughts
had strayed to such a flimsy
worldly matter even as Holy
Mass was going on. On the altar
Jesus was being crucified, and
here she was, delighting in the
pleasures of her senses. She
gathered herself and repented,
apologizing profusely to God.
She told Jesus that she wasn't
going to buy that dress, which
incidentally was all she could do

No human being on
this earth may
perceive or
understand or even be
aware of our small
acts of faithfulness to
God, or of the trivial
sacrifices we make for
the love of God, yet
none of them go
unnoticed by our
caring and watchful
God.

in reparation for her impiety.
Two days later, her sister-in-law
came to visit her. She pulled out
a package from her shopping
bag and handed it to Rani.
When Rani opened the parcel
her eyes popped out! It was the
very same dress that had drifted
her thoughts from Jesus during
Mass that day! She was
overwhelmed. Her sister-in-law
said, "When I saw this dress in
the shop today, I felt drawn to
buy it for you. Thought you
would certainly like it." Rani's
eyes brimmed with tears at the
merciful love and concern of her
Jesus....Yes, even the tiniest
loyalty on our part is accounted
for in Heaven and will be
suitably rewarded some day or
the other. No human being on
this earth may perceive or
understand or even be aware of
our small acts of faithfulness to
God, or of the trivial sacrifices
we make for the love of God, yet
none of them go unnoticed by
our caring and watchful God.
"That is God!"
This incident that my friend
narrated reveals the outcome of
relying on God even in small
matters. She once decided never
to lie again. "Come what may, I
am not going to lie", was the
resolution. Her resolution was
soon put to test. She urgently
needed to go out to a certain
place for an important
assignment. She knew her
mother-in-law would not
approve of it. She was in a fix.
She had to go. Yet wasn't
prepared to lie to Mama. She got
ready to leave. Just as she locked
the gate Mama came home. She
felt jittery. "What will I tell her?",
she thought to herself. "I am not
keen on earning her disapproval,
yet I am not going to lie to her
anyway, that's for certain." "Lord
help me!", she silently cried
within her heart. She was
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work that she was not used to
doing at home. As she sat and
washed, a nun next to her was
clumsy at her job and the dirty
water kept splashing on
Therese. She decided to offer up
this small discomfort to God for
saving souls. The moment she
did this her uneasiness
disappeared. She felt
encouraged to stand closer to
that nun so that she could get
more splashes of the dirty water,
to offer up to her loving Jesus.
The bliss that followed was
heavenly.
Aren't we living at the expense
of the merits of so many like St.
Little Therese, who, unknown to
the people around, make tiny
faithful acts and sacrifices for the
love of God? Yes, even today
there many ordinary people who,
like the saints, offer their little
acts of fidelity and self-denial to
God for the conversion of the
sinners. Let’s go through some
first-hand experiences of those
around us....
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locking the gate when someone
called out to her mother-in-law.
Responding to the call Mama
told her daughter-in-law, "Okay
you go and come back. When
you return I will come home.
Meanwhile I will go to her", she
indicated to the person who had
just called her. My friend's heart
jumped a leap. No questions
were asked! She had made the
difficult decision not to lie to
Mama, yet she did not earn
Mama's disapproval. There was
no such chance. That was God's
doing, yes it was! He stood by
her in her resolution to refrain
from telling lies even at the cost
of facing reproach. She had
made a seemingly trivial
decision, but, that her loyalty
was greatly cherished by God
became evident in the way He
managed the situation in a
manner that only He could.

a third child - a boy. She asked
me to pray that she gets
pregnant. I continued to pray for
her fervently, even in Daily Mass.
Then one day she came to me,
pulled me into a room and wept
on my shoulder. She was
pregnant. She believed that God
had heard my prayers. I was the
first person she broke the good
news to, even before telling her
own husband.
I feel so humbled that a poor
sinner like me is accorded with
the reflection of God's glory just
by making simple prayers for
those who persecute. Yes, all
Glory to our God, a God who
values even our slightest
faithfulness to such an extent!

Denying Self...
This is an experience of a Mother
Superior. The convent has a
traditional practice to behave
Do Good to Those who Hate
within their rooms just as they
You...
would when outside it. On one
occasion when Mother was
"I was going through an
inside her room and felt the urge
unpleasant and depressing
for a certain comfortable action
phase in my life at the office.
that was not wrong, she decided
There was one particular Nonto refrain from it for the love of
Christian girl, let's name her
God. There was nobody to
Babitha, for the sake of
watch her inside her room, yet
anonymity, who seemed to
she fought the desire and gave
loathe me for no particular
up the ease for the sake of Jesus.
reason. She, together with her
A small sacrifice it was, but
close friends, went out of the
valuable in the sight of God.
way to make trouble for me with
Let us also make efforts for
the office management. I
similar, small acts of kindness
surrendered the entire situation
and little sacrifices, which no one
in the office to God, asking Him
around may know about, notice
to especially bless Babitha.
or recognize, yet these
Slowly but surely a change for
apparently trivial conducts will
the better crept in. Babitha's
be accounted for by God, who
attitude towards me became
benevolent. She told me she was indeed is the one who rewards
sad at the way the others talked us.
ill of me. She started asking me
to pray for her too. She
acknowledged to me that she
felt the presence of God with
me. She had 2 grown-up
daughters but was yearning for

Prayer to
St. Michael,
The Archangel
St. Michael the
Archangel, defend
us in battle. Be our
defense against the
wickedness and
snares of the devil.
May God rebuke
him, we humbly
pray, and do thou,
the Prince of the
Heavenly hosts, by
the power of God,
thrust into hell
satan, and all the evil
spirits, who prowl
about the world,
seeking the ruin of
souls. Amen.

“I am Scared of Dad...
and of Mary Ma'am"
Mary K J
one or two occasions, he made
no amends. So one day when he
walked in I did not permit him to
sit in class. I told him to leave
and asked him to bring his father
to meet me. He immediately left
the classroom without even
picking up his school-bag. I felt
the least bit perturbed, because,
according to my convictions
what I had done was perfectly
correct.
The next day this boy's elder
brother, who was an active
politician, came to see me and
said "Ma'am, if there was a
problem you could have just
informed me, isn't it? Can you
guess what happened? Last
evening as I was returning after
a political meeting at a place in
the high hilly ranges, by chance I
saw my brother walking into the
thick deep forest near the hills. I
stopped the jeep that I was
travelling in, briskly followed him
and caught up with him. On
enquiring, he told me of what
had happened. 'I am very scared
of Dad, of Mary Ma'am too.
That's why I am going into the
forest.', he said."
My heart broke. "Oh my
goodness! That was callous of
me", I thought. "I, who should be

consoling and encouraging the
erring boy, had by my
mishandling, driven the poor boy
to take such an extreme step.
What would have happened, if
he had gone deep into that
forest which was teeming with
wild animals?!" My head reeled
to think of the possible dreadful
consequences. It was a merciful
God who had pointed out the
boy to his brother even while he
was passing by in a speeding
jeep. I couldn't thank God
enough for protecting the boy
and saving me too from
shameful disgrace. I bowed my
head before God in surrender
and gratitude.
This incident opened my eyes
and I learnt the need to cajole
and show special compassion to
those students who are weak by
nature. Never again did I leave
the classroom after scolding a
child. Whenever I did chastise a
child, I would follow it with signs
of love, recognition and
encouragement. I would hug
them close and make them feel
at ease. Thus God helped me
become the confidante of many
a child, including some priests
and nuns.
All glory to our awesome God.
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I can boast of a long lap of 32
years of teaching experience, of
which 2 years have been as the
headmistress. After retiring from
service, today when I look back, I
remember with gratitude the
memorable experiences that
God led me through. I now
realize with thanksgiving that
many of them served to mould
me into a better being. I would
like to narrate one such
experience.
By the grace of God, I had
secured a job immediately after
graduation. As soon as I started
work I resolved that my behaviour and attitude would never be
biased against the students
based on their wealth, or their
beauty, or their talents. God's
hand protected me through this
and I could keep up my resolution until the day of retirement.
But I was known to be a very
strict teacher, who would never
compromise or give in. I was led
by a strong conviction that a
good teacher should be stern
and I clearly remember an
incident which turned this belief
of mine upside down.
He was in Grade IX, slack in
studies and disobedient too.
Despite being strictly warned on
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God did Call,
but Differently..

Fr. Joseph C.Ss.R

Does God call like this? Yes, this
is the first question that comes
up in my mind, whenever I think
about my calling to the
priesthood. I have heard several
testimonies of priests who were
called. Most of them testify to
hearing God's voice, or seeing
Him call in a dream, or indicating
through signs etc. But mine is
different. I cannot boast of any
such interventions, cues or
indications from the Lord who
called me. Yet of one thing I am
certain - the exemplary life of my
father and the spiritual training
that he gave me in my childhood
laid a strong foundation for my
calling.
The Spiritual Training
I am the only son and the eldest
of 3 children. I have two younger
sisters .I remember when I was
very young I was a voracious
reader of comics and picture
books. This habit of mine
inspired my father to buy me
Bible story picture books. He
bought me the picture story
books of Moses, Elijah, David,
Samson etc. His trick to make
me read the Bible thus worked.
So by the time I reached Grade
V, I knew by heart most of the
Bible stories and also stories
from the lives of saints. My Dad
was very strict about observing
the Sabbath. He insisted that

some or the other divine work
should be done on Sundays. He
himself would visit patients in
the hospitals on every Sunday.
He would often take me along
on such visits. I grew up
watching him talk
compassionately and pray for
patients who were total
strangers to us. Later, from the
time I was in Grade VIII, I started
going on my own. This
continued till I had finished
Grade XII. Yes I would visit them,
inquire about their illness, talk to
them, console them and pray for
them. Whenever chance
prevailed I would talk to them
about the love of Jesus. I became
a member of the "Legion of
Mary". This helped me to lay a
basis for my spiritual formation.
It was an unwritten rule in our
house that as soon as one got
out of bed, he/she had to kneel
down for 'Personal Prayer'. This
became a regular habit from my
very childhood. So even today,
my other activities begin only
after my 'Personal Prayer' is
over. There was one more
exercise that my father was firm
about. Whether or not we
understood what we read, we
had to necessarily read daily, at
least one chapter of the Bible.
My father taught me a lot about
the Word of God and about the

among us who was interested in
becoming a priest. I suddenly
remembered with sorrow that
my mother had scolded me in
the morning. "Anyway nobody in
my house needs me, so I may as
well become a priest", is what I
thought. Without pondering any
further I raised my hand. The
Father asked me for my address
and he noted it down. I had not
thought that he would take it so
seriously.
After two days a person in
layman's clothes came home. He
introduced himself as a member
of the Redemptorist
Congregation. He spoke to my
Dad. "Joseph has expressed his
desire to become a priest. I have
come to meet his parents", said
the Father. My Dad called for me
and asked me whether I had said
so. "When Father asked I simply
raised my hand", I replied. "If you
wish to become a priest go
ahead dear. We will not stand in
your way", was my Dad's
response. 'Okay, let me go and
see', was my next thought.
Once I started my studies in the
Seminary the very first thing that
struck me was that God, for
sure, had called me to the
vocation, but in a totally unique
manner. Until this day I have
been happy about my decision. I
was ordained in the year 1997. It
is almost 21 years now, and I
continue to rejoice in my Priestly
vocation.
When My Inner Eye Opened...
It was about 6 years ago that I
lost my eyesight, completely. At
first I felt sad and dejected about
the turn of events, but later I
accepted it as a part of God's
plan and submitted to His
wisdom, whatever it might be. I
then started thanking and
praising the Lord. The more I
thanked Him, the more did my
sorrow melt away. After that
God implanted within me a great
desire to read the Bible. The
Holy Spirit gifted me with such a
desire even without my asking
Him. I started learning and
meditating on the Word of God.
As I couldn't see, I listen to the
Word of God using cassettes,

and sometimes get the help of
others who could read out the
Bible to me.
I became aware of the fact that
there were many more dogmas
of the faith that we Christians
need to know about and
comprehend. It was a golden
opportunity for me to study the
Word in depth and to
understand the mind and heart
of God. As I studied the Word of
God, I started to experience an
indescribable joy within me.
Presently I am serving in the
Holy Cross Church of Muttada
parish in Trivandrum. God uses
me to help out those who come
to me for Confession and for
Counselling. I am also being
used as His tool to give Retreats
for priests and laymen alike. God
is according me with plenty of
opportunities to share with
others, the insights that He gives
me when I read and meditate on
His Word.
A Successful Life
After I lost my vision, God has in
His kindness revealed to me
many a truth that were hitherto
unknown to me. He saw me as a
special person. It is His choice.
When He chooses a person for
His specific work, He first
grooms the person through a
painful yet blissful process of
chiselling and pruning and
moulding. God chose me, yes He
did. He must have seen in me a
faithful pal who would, through
the Word of God share the
secrets of His heart that He
would choose to reveal to me. I
consider this choice of His to be
a great blessing in my life. I am
extremely happy and feel greatly
privileged to be able to share
Jesus with others through my life
and my sufferings.
It gives me an ineffable joy to
think that my life has been
successful to this extent. There
is an ethereal peace to think that
God's purpose of creating me is
being fulfilled. I am ever ready to
go back to Him whenever He
calls.
Glory and thanks be to Jesus!
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Saints. I later came to realize
that it is the responsibility of the
father to bring up the children in
Christian discipline (cf. Ephe.
6/4). And that is exactly what my
Dad did.
My father never let us give first
place to anybody or anything
other than God. I remember an
incident that happened when I
was studying in Grade X. The
annual exams were round the
corner. A retreat by the team
from Potta Ashram was going
on in the church. But I had my
exams on Monday. So, instead of
going for the retreat I sat down
with my books to make a lastminute revision. Seeing this my
father said, "There is no need for
you to study and become a great
man by not going for the retreat.
Now put away your text-books
and go to church." Though I felt
sad at closing my books, for the
sake of obeying Dad I kept them
away and went to church. But
my kind father woke me up early
the next morning at 4 a.m. itself,
so that I could study.
God did Call, but Differently
It was while studying in Grade
XII that I started thinking about
my future, about what I should
do, who I should become etc.
One moment I would think that I
should become a priest. The next
moment I would change my
mind. Thus I dilly-dallied, unable
to come to a firm decision. In the
Catholic school that I attended,
there was a 45-minute
Catechism period on every
Wednesday. One Wednesday
morning I had a small row with
my Mother. She in her anger
scolded me and made some
remarks which hurt me. I felt
very sad. Yet once I went to
school I completely forgot about
it. It was Catechism day. The
priest who came to teach us
Catechism that day happened to
be a Redemptorist Father. While
introducing himself he added
that the prime responsibility of
the Redemptorist Fathers is to
teach the Bible and to proclaim
the Word of God. At the end of
his talk he asked the class
whether there was anyone
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My Experiments
with Confession
George Gloria

It was a time when I was
preparing for my first Holy
Communion. My maternal
grandmother would put me on
her lap and narrate incidents
from the lives of many priests
who had to face persecution and
even death on account of their
refusal to divulge confession
secrets. From my very first
confession she was earnestly
trying to impress into my little
mind that I could be sure of the
secrecy of confession, and so
could without any reluctance
confess my sins to the priest,
however grave they may be. I
remember to this day her last
sentence on the matter. She
said, "I have heard of priests
who have lost control of their
senses, priests who have
become insane and uttered
worthless nonsense, yet none of
them has ever let out confession
secrets." It could possibly be that
she said it simply in her
eagerness to make me ready for
a good confession or it probably

was true too. Trying to analyse
her statements I thought to
myself, "A priest gives his word
that at any cost, confession
secrets will not be revealed.
Despite his oath if he does
disclose what is said in
confession, can he then be
trusted? For that matter, will
anyone believe anything that
such a person says? In short, if a
priest unveils confession secrets,
he can no longer be trusted. So
nobody will believe anything
that he says. Hence won't it be
folly on his part to let out what is
whispered at the confessional?
Will anyone knowingly do
something so foolish?" I felt
convinced in my mind that the
confessor would never expose
the sins that were confessed to
him. Yet, my fear was, "Will not
the priest think ill of me when he
sees me outside the
confessional?" A close friend of
mine cleared this confusion for
me. He said, "Oh once you are
out of the confessional, the

children to find out who the
naughty one was! I got
convinced that Confession
secrets are not let out under any
circumstance whatsoever.
Though from that day on I was
bursting with the eagerness to
proclaim this wonderful aspect
of the Sacrament of Confession
to others, my courage failed me.
One question that kept nagging
me was - "How on earth are the
Catholic priests able to remain
silent to this extent?" The only
answer that I got within me was
- "It’s a supernatural wonder!"
However, once I came into the
renewal, this wonder turned out
to be first-hand experience for
me. I noticed that personal
matters that are shared with me
during a counseling session do
not rebound in my mind when I
meet the person afterwards. My
own experience taught me that
and gave me the answer to my
long nagging question. If a
person like me, who with no
support of an official oath or a
sacrament, can receive this
particular grace to maintain
secrecy, how much more will the
ordained priest be bound by
spiritual grace conferred officially
through the laying on of hands
of the Bishop, who indeed is the
Apostolic representative of
Christ Himself!
It has been more than half a
century since I have started
confessing my sins at the
Confessional. I have seen priests
who mercifully welcome me at
the Confessional, make me
experience God’s true presence
at the Confessional. There have
been priests who have warned
me like a doting father and of
course there have also been
many a confession which were
just ritualistic. I realize that it
was not the differences in the
priests, rather my attitude and
my preparedness that were
decisive factors. All said and
done, of one thing I can vouch all through my life I have never
experienced any problems with
regard to my confession secrets.
Glory to God!

Blessed is the
fruit of the womb

The leaflet prepared by the
Pregnancy Wing of the
Angels' Army Ministry that
helps the expectant mother
to spend the 9 months in
fruitful prayer.
The Pregnancy Wing under
the Intercession Team of the
Angels' Army Ministry prays
for pregnant mothers and
their babies all through the 9
months. When you call us
requesting for prayers, the
mother and baby enter this
chain of prayer. From that day
onwards you will be
remembered in intercessory
prayer by many and will also
be lifted during Holy Mass
celebrated by various Priests.
If intimated at the time of
delivery, special prayers will
again be offered for you.
..........................................................
For copies

0484-2559313 (10am to 5pm)
angelsarmy04@gmail.com

.....................................................
For your prayer needs
please call us:

+91 88915 85850
0484-2559313
.....................................................
Those who feel inspired to
pray for babies in the womb
may please contact us:

+91 88915 85850
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priest forgets whatever you have
said". My mind was not ready to
gulp that down. Years went by, I
still had not got the answer to
the question which had all along
been disturbing me.
The Prankster in Me
When I went into Grade VIII, I
was admitted into the school
boarding. I was a step ahead of
most of the children in playing
pranks. But as I was in the good
books of the teachers and the
warden, I never was charged. I
once played a very naughty
prank, where I placed a coin
between the electric bulb and its
holder to blow up the fuse.
Though it was meant to be a
joke, the matter became serious
when one area of the building
was left in darkness for the
whole night. The next day the
electrician was called in to look
into the problem, where he
detected the culprit coin. The
search for the prankster started
and coincidently I was also made
a member of the team appointed
to spy and find out who the
prankster was! But the team
failed to find out the culprit. I
then took this as a golden
opportunity to clear my doubts
with regard to confession
secrets. I knew that if I
confessed, there was a great risk
of my father being called to the
school and the consequences
could be grave. So strong was
my desire to clear my doubts
regarding confession that I
decided to take a risk of being
caught and punished. Instead of
going to my regular Confessor
priest I decided to go to the
Boarding Warden himself for a
Sacramental Confession. I made
my confession of the prank that I
had played and then waited to
see what would happen.
Nothing happened.
Not fully satisfied. I repeated my
experiment. Yes, I played the
same prank over again and blew
the fuse once more. "It must be
the same boy again for sure",
was what everybody said. But
yet again, my fault was not
found. I was again appointed by
the Warden to spy on the other

A Child:
A Channel of
God's Love

32 . Angels’ Army . August 2018

Reetu Elsa Joseph

He has made everything suitable
for its time,..." (Ecclesiastes 3/11)
It was my research work that
took me and my family to
Germany. We lived in a small
town. When our daughter was 9
months old, God planted His gift
of a second child in my womb. It
had been just 7 months since I
had started my research. My
husband Joe had not yet got a
suitable job too. The first
thought that came to my mind
was, "My goodness! How are we
going to go through this?" But
the thought was soon replaced

by, "This unexpected baby must
certainly be a special gift of
God”. Then followed the
conviction that the God who
knew my baby, even before he
was formed in my womb, would
certainly arrange for every need
of his here on earth. My husband
had no qualms about this matter.
Many of my friends, some
teasingly, others seriously, asked
us what we were in for. Though
the cutting comments of a few
did hurt, unexpectedly however,
most of my superiors and
German friends wholeheartedly
welcomed the happy news.
Besides, we did experience the
mighty hand of our God who is
ever faithful to His promises.
As per the prevailing rules, I was
allowed to work until there were
only 6 weeks to delivery. And all
along God arranged every help I
needed, through my colleagues. I
needed to conduct experiments
but the good Lord organized
everything in the lab in such a
way that the baby in the womb
would be safe from any probable
accidents that could occur. A
doctor from the University came
over to examine my work area
and ensured safety and comfort.
All the risky experiments were
done for me by my colleagues.
I was worried for my elder child.
Whether she would be deprived
of the needed care and attention
was a concern for us. God in His
kindness set my mind at rest. He
convinced me that in our hearts,
God germinates a specific love
for every child that is conceived.
Hence the doubt of less love for
the first child when the second
one comes along, was totally out
of question.
Even though none of my close
friends or relatives was available
for help God saw to it that my
every need was met. The elderly
neighbours paid extra attention
to me especially as I was
pregnant and had a little child to
care for too. They were ever
ready to help us in whatever
possible way they could. Even
without our asking, God fulfilled
our every need through them.
They shared with us food and
other essentials too. In fact

LAVA
Antony Kalappurackal
Recently, I was taking my
eldest son Abeel to school and
when I stopped the car, all of a
sudden he said, "Dad, if we put
the first letters of all our names,
it will be A LAVA." He was
right, me Antony, my wife and
children Lucina, Abeel, Vinitha
and Ashik. The first letters will
make the acronym A LAVA.
Then the Lord gave me some
insight to understand what my
son was saying. I asked him,
"Abeel, do you know the
qualities of lava?" He answered,
"It's very hot." "You are
absolutely right," I told him. "It
is hot, it is like liquid fire and it
has one more quality. It sets fire
on everything on its way." I

continued, "The Lord has
brought us to Australia (we are
settled in Australia) to make our
family like LAVA and spread
His Fire here. And it’s not just
us, each and every family who
has known God are called to
become the LAVA of God. Now,
He had spoken through you
about it."
I put my car in reverse as I
watched my son going to
school with an extra spring in
his steps knowing that the Lord
had spoken through him and I
said a short prayer to the Lord
to turn my frozen heart into
LAVA.
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whatsoever we needed was
brought to our door. Thus God
never let us feel the lack of our
near relatives. During my
pregnancy I was diagnosed with
gestational diabetes. But that
too turned out to be fruitful for
me in the sense that I learned to
control my diet. Hence I could
continue to maintain a discipline
in my food habits even after my
delivery.
A few weeks before my delivery,
Joe secured a job. Though it was
a well-paid job, he could not find
enough time for his domestic
responsibilities. Besides, he
being the local co-ordinator of
the "Jesus Youth", most of the
weekends found him away from
home in the activities related to
it. But the good Lord gave me
the grace and strength to look
after the house and the kids. A
situation enabling me to attend
Holy Mass daily, was another
doing of God. There was a
German friend who voluntarily
would come home and drive us
to church and back.
My mother had always been
worried that there was nobody
with us in Germany to help us
out during my delivery period.
That was beautifully taken care
of by our loving God. Two
months after I delivered, my
mother was surprisingly granted
leave from the bank in which she
worked. After she came here
and saw with her own eyes the
way the people here helped and
cooperated, all her doubts
disappeared.
From my experience I know one
thing for sure - a child born to us
serves as a channel of God's
love. Every time He gifts us with
a child, He pours out His love
more and more. There, sure, isn't
any need to look for an
appropriate time, or a suitable
place or a favourable situation, in
order to receive God's love in the
form of a baby, into our lives.
"Hold me up, that I may be safe
and have regard for your
statutes continually." (Psalm
119/117)

Madhuramozhi

On all Sundays on Shalom
Television from 8 to 8:30 pm
Repeats: Tuesday 11am,
Thursday 6:30pm, Saturday 4:30pm
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A Programme on
Parenting Hosted by
Angels' Army Team

NIGHT VIGIL
Date & Time:

2018 August 10 (Friday) 7.30 pm to 12 am
Vachana Theeram, Cheepunkal, Kumarakam

Venue: Marian

Let's hold hands and pray for all the parents and
their children around the world along with our
personal intentions
For those who are unable to come may pray at their
homes during the date and time mentioned above, Kindly
intimate your prayer needs to us, either by letter or by
email or over the phone. We assure you of our prayers.
For prayer requests, please call at: +91 99959 14040
For more information: 0484-2559313 (10am-5pm),
E-mail: prayer@angelsarmy.in
Accomodation can be arranged for those who cannot return
after the prayer. Kids are welcome to join their parents.

MAGAZINE
Gift your friends and relatives with a subscription of the Angels' Army Magazine!
The revised rates of the magazine
Single copy: Rs. 20/- For one year: Rs. 240/- (within India), Rs. 2000/- (outside India)
Form for new subscriptions /
for renewal of existing subscription
New Subscription:

Renewal of existing subscription:

Register No.:...................................(Only for renewals)

Name:................................................................................................................. Phone:.................................................................................................

Post Office:.................................... District:............................................ State................................................. Pin Code:.......................................
English

Malayalam

Number of issues required:........................................... For how many years:.........................................

Mode of payment: Through Bank:

By Postal M.O.

In cash

Amount paid:........................ Date of payment:........................

Those who make payment of subscription via Bank or through M.O. should, preferably on the same day, between 10 a.m
and 5 p.m, notify the office of the subscription details, either by sending an SMS or by posting a photograph of the
subscription form duly filled in, to 9037444702. Those who make the payment by M.O should enter the subscription
details in the 'message' portion of the M.O. form.
BANK ACCOUNT DETAILS (for making payment of magazine subscriptions) (from Indian A/c only)
A/c Name: Angels' Army

A/c No: 6959 0101 0050 083

IFSC Code: UBIN0569593

A/c Type : Current

Bank Name: Union Bank of India

Branch: Edapally Toll Branch

FOR THE ATTENTION OF THE BENEFACTORS
Please note to inform the details like Name, full Address with Pin Code, Phone Number, and the amount that
has been shared, via SMS or WhatsApp to 9037444702 (between 10 a.m. and 5 p.m.) Those who donate to
the ministry by M.O. may please note to provide the aforesaid details in the 'message' portion of the M.O. form.
BANK ACCOUNT DETAILS (for making contributions) (from Indian A/c only)
A/c Name : Angels Army

A/c No: 0315 0730 0000 0760

IFSC Code: SIBL0000315

A/c Type: Current

Bank Name: South Indian Bank

Branch: Kanjikuzhi Branch

Angels' Army, KMC 34/485, Edapally Toll Junction, V. P. Marakkar Road, Kochi, Ernakulam-682024,
Ph: 0484- 2559313 (10am - 5pm). Mob / Whatsapp No: +91 9037 444 702 (10am - 5pm)
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Address:............................................................................................................................................................................................................................
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www.angelsarmy.in/radio.html
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Youcat

Diary of St. Faustina

Everyday 7am & 7pm

Everyday 1am & 1pm

Everyday 9am, 9pm, 2.30am, 2.30pm

A programme on Parenting Hosted by
Angels' Army Team in association with
Shalom TV

YOUCAT, short for Youth Catechism of the
Catholic Church aims to be an aid for youth
to better understand the Catechism of the
Catholic Church.

The Diary if St. Faustina in Angels’ Army
Radio as an audio drama
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