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them and discernment of right and wrong would be easier for them. Driven
by the love for the Holy Mother Church, in the fellowship of Mother Mary, an-

Editorial

BEWARE OF YOUR THOUGHTS!

"W

hat happened Sir? Why looking so sullen?" I was taken aback by this
question posed by a colleague the moment I reached school in the morning.
"Oh there's nothing", was my reply. But she did not fall for that.
"Oh come on Sir, there certainly is something wrong", she insisted. Her
persistence made me ponder. Yes, she was right of course. My mind did feel
restless.
"But, what could it be?" I wondered. Because when I left home for school
I was at peace.
"What could have happened on my way to the school?" The Holy Spirit
suddenly reminded me. I had felt irritation towards a person for the way he
had behaved. As I rode to school I kept criticizing him in my thoughts. The
dislike that I felt had turned into feelings of animosity. But I hadn't realized
it. This hatred that had sprouted within me reflected on my face. No wonder
that my colleague remarked about it.
"The mind is the root of all conduct." (Sirach 37/17)
The dearth of God's love in my heart had spilled out through my
thoughts onto my face. Yes, our true colours often tend to show itself when
we face negative situations. It dawned on me that I had fallen so short of
God's grace, that I was unable to tolerate the one who did not behave as
per my whims and fancies. The poverty of my soul which was unable to
forgive even the slightest error of another, was revealed to me. I fled to the
Confessional.
"Discussion is the beginning of every work." (Sirach 37/16a)
The thought of a person is the onset of every action of his. God reminds
us that unless nipped in the bud, there is the possibility of every unholy
thought to evolve into a sinful deed. Therefore during this Lent Season,
let's keep track of our thoughts, examine our souls and frequently visit the
Confessional which is indeed a source of abundant grace. The Father who
eagerly waited for the return of the prodigal son, lovingly awaits us there.
Sunil Elias
Editor
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Little Brother of Little Flower
VENERABLE BROTHER MARCEL VAN

BIJI

M

arcel Van was born in a Vietnamese village. His father was a tailor and
his mother occasionally worked at the fields. She was a generous and
devoted Catholic. Their life stumbled upon miseries when his father took to
alcohol and gambling.
Van found supreme joy in Godly matters right from his young age. Along
with his friends and siblings, he led Rosary rallies.
His first days of school were terrible due to his stern teacher’s physical
assaults. His mother then enrolled him at the boy’s school run by a priest. As the
days passed by, his friends began bullying him. He received the Holy Eucharist
every day without fail and they mocked at his spiritual affinities. Amidst all the
chaos, he recited the Rosary and pleaded Mother Mary to grant him enough
strength to endure all the pain. The boys at the school then began drinking
alcohol and engaged in other filthy activities. He left the school fearing he
might lose his soul if he were to stay there any longer. He left for the streets
due to the dire poverty at home.
He said thus about the days at the street, “The heat was searing, but it could
not stop me at all. I felt it was better to be on the streets than have to do sin by
staying at the institution. I am glad I could stay away from all those deeds that
would hurt the Lord.” The Heaven would definitely have rejoiced for him.
I want to become a Saint
Upon a miraculous divine intervention Van joined the seminary and
began to train himself under the Dominican priests. During those days, he
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was inundated with the desire to become a
saint. He knew it would take a lot of expiation,
sacrifice and fasting to become one. Selfdoubts regarding the austere capability kept
him in fear and distress all the while.
The Lord who shows us the Way
Once he chanced upon reading “The Story
of Soul”, the biography of St. Therese of Lisieux
(The Little Flower). No sooner did he began
reading than his eyes filled with tears. “The
mighty sun shines upon the greatest of trees as
well as the tiniest of flowers as though each one
of them is the only plant here on earth. And so
does God, who regards every single soul with
great concern as though it is the one and only
soul here”, these lines touched him profoundly.
He said aloud “Oh! God is love. One could live
life saintly even by small acts such as a smile, a
word, a gaze and so forth.” From that day he no
more feared the saintly life.
The next day he knelt down before Mother
Mary and said, “Mother, I’ve found a new way to
tread in my spiritual life. From today onwards,
please teach me to love God to the fullest.”
He told Jesus “My Lord, you have kindled in
me the fire to become a saint again. Help me
build my virtuousness by doing the small acts,
like your Little Flower had done. My Lord, you
love me like an infant in the mother’s arms. I
yearn to love you to the fullest. I make a special
request to you. Could you entrust the Little
Flower to look after me? I am unable to love
you entirely because I am unaware of a lot of
things. Help me be trustworthy to you until my
death.”
The Desire Flowers
After the prayer, as he was walking to the
mountain slopes he thought he heard someone
call him “Van, my dear little brother!” He turned
around and found none. The same voice again.
And the he said aloud, “My beloved sister, Little
Flower!” The voice said, “Yes, I am your sister
Little Flower here. You have chosen me as your
sister and so shall be from today. It was the Lord

himself who ordained this meeting. I will share
with you the lovely lessons He once taught me.”
The saint spoke to him for long about the
unfathomed love and compassion of the Lord.
She asked him to remain truthful to the Lord
so that He may execute His plans for him, and
that they could meet at times. From that day
onwards he began to live under the spiritual
guidance of the Little Flower. This enlivened
his desire every single day to become a priest.
One day, the Little Flower told him, “Van,
the Lord has a different proposal for you. Is it
not our duty to fulfil the desire of our Heavenly
Father? Your prayers and sacrifices shall make
you an Apostle, just like how I was”. Bearing in
mind what was told in the dream, the very next
day he joined the Redemptories’ congregation
and began to serve as a brother.
Jesus, Mother Mary and the Little Flower
conversed with him incessantly. Once Jesus
told him, “You shall have to face trials and
tribulations from your dear ones and from
those in authority. The sufferings shall be
offered by you for the purification of the priest
community.”
In 1954 North Vietnam came under the
Communist rule. Catholics in large numbers
fled to other places of safety. Van was arrested
on his way to the market. He had to undergo
severe tortures and had to overcome all the
temptations to give up the Faith. He wrote
from the jail, “My love for the Lord cannot be
taken away by any power. Who can wipe away
the smile the Lord himself has cast on my lips?”
He said that he was like a vicar in the prison
of Hanoi. After the day’s work was over, the
people came to him with their grieving heart
and poured it out to him. Van wanted to die
within there but the Lord told him there are
many more Souls in want of his help.
In 1957 he had to go through excruciating
torments. Having led lonely times in dark
dungeon cells, in July 10, 1959 the soul of
Brother Van was called upon for the Heavenly
Gift.
Angels' Army March 2017
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1
Papa of the Blessed Sacrament

ST. POPE PIUS X
Dear friends, I am here to narrate
the story of a Pope - a Saint who
was a friend of children.

He was the first-born of Giovanni and Margarita
in the beautiful village of ‘Reise’ in Italy.

Joseph’s father was the post man of Reise.

Wow!
Dad has
come

6
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He was baptized as ‘Joseph’, the very
next day he was born.

The parents worked hard to meet both the ends
of the big family of six girls and three boys.
We won’t feel the
pain of toiling, if we
surrender ourselves
to the Will of God.
Father and
mother are toiling
a lot for us.

We will
become rich when
we study well
and be employed,
won’t we?

“Blessings of
God” is the greatest
wealth and be careful
not to lose it.

The parents took care in bringing their children in
“Catholic Faith”. Family prayers at the scheduled time
was compulsory.

Hail Mary….

Dad, why
do we recite
the Rosary
daily?

We will be
placed in Mary’s
immaculate heart,
when we recite
the Rosary.

The wicked
will not be able
to steal us away from
Mary’s heart.
What will
happen when we
find a place in
Mother Mary’s
heart, Dad?

Dear little sisters and brothers,
we have entered the ‘Lenten Season’.
Let’s have a lively participation in our daily
prayers and Rosary. Find some time to
discuss about divine things with your
parents. We shall meet with more details
about St. Pope Pius X in the
coming month…Bye.
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Word of God
&
Ejaculatory Prayers
March 1-8

March 9-15

"For whoever does the will
of my Father in heaven is
my brother and sister and
mother." (Matthew 12/50)

"Be merciful, just as your
Father is merciful."
(Luke 6/36)

Ejaculatory Prayer
O heavenly Father, help me
to fulfil Your will always.

March 16-23

March 24-31

"See what love the Father
has given us, that we should
be called children of God; and
that is what we are."
(1John 3/1a)

"For the Lord honours a
father above his children."
(Sirach 3/2a)

Ejaculatory Prayer
I am God's own child.

8

Ejaculatory Prayer
Lord grant me the grace,
to be merciful to others.
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Ejaculatory Prayer
O God, grant me the grace
to honour my Dad.

kid W
cat

hy did God have to show himself in order for us to
be able to know what he is like?
Man can know by reason that God exists, but not what God
is really like. Yet because God would very much like to be
known, he has revealed himself.

YOUCAT 7

(CCC 50-53, 68-69)

Child: Grandma, my classmate Jithin says
that he is afraid of God.
Grandmother: Oh too sad! What did you
tell him?
Child: I told him that God is our loving
Father. But then he asked me who told
me so…Was it not Jesus who told us so?
Grandmother: Yes my son, it was Jesus
who revealed to us that God is love.
Child: How did Jesus get to know that?
Grandmother: I’ll tell you. Aren’t all the
kids of your school scared of Joseph sir?
Why is it so?

Child: Oh that is because he is quite strict.
But he is such a good person.
Grandmother: How do you know that?
Child: His son Noyal is my best friend. He
talks about him. He loves me too out of
his love for Noyal.
Grandmother: See! Just like how Noyal
knows Joseph sir, it is Jesus who knows the
love of God. It was Jesus who showed us
the heart of the Lord. Do you know what
is written inside that heart? ‘I love you’.
Child: Oh! Is it Grandma? I love my Lord.
I Love You Too…
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ROSARY CASE
D

ear friends, don't we at least sometimes leave our
Rosaries carelessly around in our houses? Then we also
have to spend valuable time searching for them, haven't
we? Henceforth, shall we try to keep our Rosaries safe and
secure? Therefore let's make a proper case for our Rosaries.
(Attention dear juniors!.... You are permitted to seek the
help of your parents.) So here we go!
"Jesus, convert me into the child You want me to be."
Let this be our ejaculatory prayer as we work.
Materials required...
Cardboard, gift-wrapping paper, chart paper, a sheet of newspaper, the outer thick
cover of a note-book, glue, pencil, measuring scale, scissors, thread, refill of pen.
Elizabeth
1
Cut out 3 circular pieces of
cardboard and 6 circular
pieces of chart paper,
each 8.5 cms in diameter.
(This is for making a
double shelved Rosary
case. To make a triple
shelved case 1 more piece
of cardboard and 2 more
pieces of chart paper will
be needed)

Using glue, paste the
chart paper pieces,
one on each side of the
cardboard pieces. (While
sticking, make sure that
the holes on the chart
paper align with that on
the cardboard.)
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Using the scissors, pierce
a small hole in one of the
cardboard pieces. Then
place all the remaining
pieces of cardboard and
chart paper, just beneath
the first piece, and pierce
holes in them at the
same places.

4

3
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2

Using the thread, measure
the circumference of the
circular cardboard piece.
Cut out 2 strips each from
the note-book outer cover,
the gift-wrapper paper,
and the cardboard. The
strips should be 4 cms in
width and 2 cms more than
the circumference of the
circular cardboard piece, in
length.

5

6

Now stick this
strip around the
circumference of one
of the circular pieces of
cardboard. Make sure
that the chart paper
comes inside the circle.

Stick the strip of
chart paper 3 cms
away from the tip
of the strip of the
outer cover of the
note-book.

8

7
Ensure that it is pasted
well and then stick the
strip of gift-wrapper
also around the
circumference of the
circular piece. Repeat
steps 5 and 6 to make
another rack.)

9

11

Stick the gift-wrapping
paper on to the
cardboard. Insert the
pointed lead of the pencil
through the cardboard to
make a hole on the giftwrapper too. (In order to
avoid the formation of
creases make 1 cm cuts
at various places of the
edges)

Using glue, stick a bead on the top
of the rolled paper. After it dries
completely insert the other end
through the hole in the cover of the
Rosary case, then through the holes
in the racks. (If required, make the
holes big enough for the rolled paper
to pass through.) Stick with glue or
cello-tape the remaining portion of
the rolled paper to the underneath
of the lowermost rack.

Place the remaining
circular cardboard
(which is to be as
the lid) on top of the
gift wrapping paper
and draw a circle on
it. Cut out the gift
wrapping paper but
1 cm away.

10

With the help of the
refill of a pen roll some
newspaper. Cover it
with gift wrapper too.
Cut a piece from the
roll long enough to join
the cover and the racks
lengthwise, plus an
extra 1 cm.

The Rosary
case is ready !!!
Make sure that you are
able to freely rotate
the racks and the lid
without the paper- roll
getting bent. So now
you can store your
Rosaries carefully in this
case, after use.
Angels' Army March 2017
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M

AMEN

arch 25th is the annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary – the day
when mother Mary said “ Amen” to the will of God, to become the
mother of JESUS.
This year 2017 is of great importance in this context. We celebrate
the centenary of the apparitions of Our Lady of Fatima. Mother Mary
announced that her immaculate heart was throbbing for the purification
of souls.
We should also consecrate our hearts to her immaculate heart. Then
we will be able to live according to the will of God just as mother Mary
did. With her intercession we too will be able to say ‘Amen’ to His will.
Let's prayerfully prepare our hearts for the Feast of Annunciation.
"O Holy Mary, my Mother, to your Immaculate Heart
I consecrate myself and my family."

Prayer to the Guardian Angel
Oh, my dear Guardian Angel, protect me from
all dangers. Help me, so that I may remain a beloved child of my Jesus. Safeguard me from all
dangers and bad dreams tonight.

12
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Mittu.... Look,
Jesus is giving a sermon
on the mountain.

Shall we
also go and
listen?

Blessed are the
poor? Is it not the
rich who are
blessed? What is
he saying?

The rich live for wealth. Whereas the
poor hates the rich on account of their riches
and feel sorry for their state of life, trying to
find out how they can be rich. But the poor in
spirit are quite different.

Poor in
spirit? What
does it mean?

Those who
depend on others
in their nothingness are
the poor. Is there anything that
is truly ours? Whatever we
have is a gift of God.
That is
true.

One who is aware
that he owns nothing
and he has to depend upon God
for his existence is the one who is
poor in spirit. He believes that God
is his father and so is sure
that he will be taken
care of.

Angels' Army March 2017
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I don’t
understand
this.

A rich man,
if he is poor in spirit,
does not commit sin on
account of his wealth.
Furthermore he will share
it with his brethren,
knowing that it is a
gift from God.

The poor can
also be happy in their
poverty. They can live in
peace, relying on God’s
providence without
craving for wealth.

Blessed are the
poor in spirit for theirs is
the kingdom of God.

I have not
heard anyone speaking
like this. What a wisdom
He has!

It is the experience
which one has when God’s
will is done in one’s life. The poor
in spirit pray to God that His will be
done on earth as it is in heaven.
And so they have this
experience.

14
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Then
what about
the poor?

What an
explanation! He makes it
so simple that anyone
can understand.

Teacher,
what do you mean
by kingdom
of God?

Yes, Kittu
fortunate are those
who lead such a
life in this world!

LITTLE

KIDS

Dear friends, can you colour this
picture with a heart filled with the
love for our Heavenly Father?
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An ambulance moves honking. A family including a
small child is waiting to cross the road.

Summary of the story till now…
Seeing a bird fly by, two children
Louie and Anu wish that they could
also fly like a bird. They express
their desire to Jesus. He sends an
Angel from Heaven to take them for
a stroll across the sky showing
them the sights down below…
Read on…

Did you listen
to the child’s prayer?
Many patients die these
days without getting
proper medical aid due
to the heavy traffic
congestion.

Jesus, lead this
patient safely to the
hospital. Console him
and his family.

I have often
thought how the
ambulance
reaches the hospital
amidst the heavy rushes
on the road.

Jesus will
be happy with that.

We shall also
pray just as the
child did, whenever
we see an ambulance
passing by.

16
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IN THOUGHTS
AND IN WORDS
Mariya
Dear friends, the season of Lent is here...

T

his is the time for us to purify our hearts,
tainted by our sins, with prayers and
virtues. Shall we try to make Jesus happy
by offering small sacrifices in thoughts, in
words, in what we do and what we don’t
do? Wondering what? Well, this is how it is:Thoughts: Ever wondered how all the wrong
thoughts throng our minds? Judging others,

hatred, jealousy, pride, bad thoughts...
Let us be alert and fight them off as
soon as they pop up. Let our thoughts
be good and holy, for that is the will
of God. And then the Kingdom of God
will come in us.
Words: Let us take care not to talk
angrily or with hatred, not to answer
back, not to ridicule or pain others, etc.
If we speak only what is good and holy,
how happy Jesus, who is Word Himself,
would be!
Deeds: Let all our actions be works of
love. Be kind, help those in need, correct
those who go astray, and so on.
Giving-up: Our small sacrifices. There
are so many things which we like to
have, or do. Try to give them up. Also
try to happily take up duties which we
don’t like, or are lazy to do, for the love
of God.
All these sacrifices will help us grow
in holiness.
Is not that easy? Don’t worry, just hold
on to the Holy Spirit. He will help you,
for sure.
“I can do all things through Him who
strengthens me.” (Phil 4:13)
Angels' Army March 2017
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My Dear

DAD

18
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I

experience the love, the
care and the protection
of God whenever my
Dad spends time with
me, plays with me and
enjoys with me. Thank
you for showing me the
Heavenly Father
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Boney Chellanam
My dear Jesus,
I thank you profusely for giving me such a nice father.
Even before I came into this world, my dear Dad keenly and
prayerfully awaited my birth.
My darling Dad.... who prepared his mind and the house,
expecting my arrival.
The moment he heard of my birth, he came running to see me.
Though not familiar with handling a new-born babe, he insisted
to carry me in his arms.
On many occasions during the night when I cried and refused
to sleep, Dad would take me from Mom's hands and singing
lullabies, put me to sleep on his shoulders.
I honestly am groping for words to thank my Dad, who
affectionately held me securely close to his chest as I slept.
Even after I had grown big and insisted on being held to his
chest, he would hug me tenderly, disregarding my heftiness.
He used to work for me day and night, often neglecting his own
health.
Wasn't whatever I wolfed down a share of his toil? Every
morsel of food that I had, was tinged with a garnish of his
perspiration.
Yes my precious Dad, who prayed regularly for me and always
dreamed of the best for me.
My eyes brim with tears when I think of the many instances
that I hurt him. Am sorry Dad, really sorry..... I love you dearly.
O God, bless my Dad. Grant that I rise to his expectations.
Thank you Lord, for gifting me with such a fine Dad.
Your loving child.

20
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For Parents

L
POPE FRANCIS

YOU DON’T

HAVE TO EARN

GOD’S LOVE

et us bring to our minds the father of the two sons
in the Gospel of St. Luke, who warmly embraces
his prodigal son. The very act of this father assured
him that he is still considered his son. The message
Jesus conveys here is quite thoughtful. Our stature
as the Father’s child is the divine issuance of His
great love for us all. It is not the result of any virtue
or deed of ours. Therefore nobody, not even the
Satan, can take away this status of being the God’s
child.
These words of Jesus give us great hope. I think
of all those parents who suffer due to the wayward
behaviour of their children, the priests concerned
over the heedlessness of the parish members and
all those who live in the quagmires of guilt. They
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think they are not worthy enough to receive
the grace and mercy of the Lord.
Remember, whatever may be the circumstances, it cannot take away the Father-child
relationship you have with the Lord. We have a
Father who awaits our homecoming no matter
however sinned we are. He awaits us through
the most difficult days of our lives, to embrace
us, to take us in his abounding care. "for this
son of mine was dead and is alive again; he
was lost and is found!" (Luke 15:24).
The eldest son in the parable is also in need
of the Lord’s mercy. Though he had been with
the father all the time, he is different from him.
He does not hold any compassion in his words.
He does not even use the words “father” or
“brother”. He finds fault with his father and
thinks only of himself. The poor father! Of his
two sons, one has gone farther from home,
and the one that is with him at the moment
is sadly the farthest for he has not understood
the father. The suffering of this father is the
suffering of the Lord. Every time we go farther
from him, and every time we go farthest by the
heart, he aches like the father of these sons.

22
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We are much akin to the eldest son who
thinks it is purposeless to work if not for
beneficial returns. The Lord reminds us that
what we ought to do is not to expect returns
for being with the Father, but understand that
being with the Lord in itself is the honour.
The younger son believes that he deserves to
be punished for his sins, whereas the elder son
thinks he is entitled for benefits for serving his
father all the while! The both of them do not talk
between themselves. It is not the way of Jesus to
think that the sinner deserves punishment and
the one who has served needs to be rewarded;
no, that is not the way of Jesus.
The father has got back the lost son. Now he
needs to go to his brother. The father’s content
lies in the happy brotherhood of his sons.
It is for the children to decide whether to
take part in the father’s joy or not. Each one of
them must evaluate their thoughts and desires
regarding life. It is not told in this parable what
the elder son has decided. This is our call for life.
We all need to enter the home of the Father to
know his love and mercy. My beloved people,
let us open our hearts for the profound love
and benevolence of the Father…

John

K
MY FATHER WHO

PRAYED

arol’s mother passed away when
he was nine years old. His siblings
were called back to the heavenly abode
long back, and so it were only the father
and the son who were left at home. His
father, called by all as “Captain” was a
retired soldier as well as a tailor, took
all heed to bring him up in great faith
and purity of the heart. Not only did he
sew the son’s dresses and cooked the
food, but also was greatly concerned
about his studies and the extracurricular
activities.
The father’s spiritual life in itself
became the son’s exemplary guidance.
Angels' Army March 2017
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He trained his son to take upon the bond with
the Divine by the very way he conducted himself
in the house. Their life was different from that of
the other Catholics at Wadowice. At the home,
perpetual prayers resonated all day along. His
father knelt down in prayer several times a
day…then the Bible reading and rosary with
the son…As a child Karol often saw his father
kneeling down in silent prayer whenever he
woke up in the middle of the night.

Once he approached his father vexed about
the mathematics exam the next day. The father
handed him a prayer to the Holy Spirit and
asked him to recite it daily.
In the small Polish town of Wadowice, this
son who had been brought up by the father,
Karol Wojtyła grew up to become one of the
greatest persons to have tread the world, John
Paul the Second! In the Catholic Charismatic
conference of 1979, he said “I still keep the word
I had given my father fifty years ago. I say the
prayer to the Holy Spirit every single day. It
was this prayer that showed me the abounding
grace of the Holy Spirit and it is the light of my
Spiritual journey.
This father was known to none, but it was
he, whose paternal instincts nourished the
son Karol not only to become a better human
being, but also to become the spiritual father
for many in the future that was to come. We
thank wholeheartedly the father who brought
up his son the way God wanted that he turned
out to be our greatest blessing.
St. John Paul II, who walked the earth holding
his father’s hands and grew in the love of his
Father in Heaven, please pray for all the fathers
here on earth…

The leaflet prepared by the Pregnancy
Wing of the Angels' Army Ministry that
helps the expectant mother to spend the
9 months in fruitful prayer.
The Pregnancy Wing under the Intercession Team of
the Angels' Army Ministry prays for pregnant mothers
and their babes all through the 9 months. When you call
us requesting for prayers, the mother and babe enter
this chain of prayer. From that day onwards you will
be remembered in intercessory prayer by many and
will also be lifted during Holy Mass celebrated by various
Priests. If intimated at the time of delivery, special
prayers will again be offered for you.
For your prayer needs please call 9061963071 or
8891585850.
Those of our readers who feel inspired to become
a part of the Intercession Team and pray for
babes in the womb may please contact us.
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Blessed
is the
fruit of the womb

SUFFERING AS A MINISTRY
Rev. Fr. Mathew Naickomparambil V.C

A

prophecy message about Jesus, revealed
by Jesus Himself and published in America:-

When you were conceived in your mother's
womb, when you spent 9 months there, when
you were an infant or when you were a child,
were you ever aware of your call or your vocation
or about who you would be? Never, isn't it? But
that's not so with me. From the very moment
of conception, all through my infancy and my
childhood I was the omnipotent, omniscient
God. Because of which I knew all along - during
my 30 years of private life and my 3 years of
public life - which I was walking towards
crucifixion and death on the cross. So it can
be said that my entire life on this earth was a
life of suffering. I submitted to the suffering as
a beloved servant of the Father. I was a beloved
slave of the Father.
"Even on the male and female slaves, in those
days, I will pour out my spirit." (Joel 2/29) This
prophesy of prophet Joel was being fulfilled in

me. Hence, in times of suffering, never did I once
lose my peace. I suffered for the redemption
of the whole world and according to the will
of the Father. For the absolution of all those
who believe, and for the salvation of the whole
of mankind, I drank to the last drop from the
cup of suffering that Father God extended
towards me.
Anyone who believes in the redemptive
sacrifice of Christ on the cross receives not only
absolution from sins, but also an in-filling of the
Holy Spirit, and Eternal Life. The risen Christ is
present everywhere, all over the world. Jesus
promptly reaches anyone who calls out to Him.
"The Lord is near to all who call on Him, to
all who call on Him in truth." (Psalm 145/18)
"......I am with you always, to the end of the
age." (Matthew 28/20c)
"For where two or three are gathered in my
name, I am there among them." (Matthew 18/20)
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The unfailing skill of a perfect

CARPENTER

George Gloria

It

was concerning the marriage of my eldest daughter that I first approached St.
Joseph. The unfailing skill of a perfect carpenter! He favoured us with the most
beautiful outcome ever, and I realised the power that would spring from making him
the pivot of our lives. But I had a complaint. I, who talked aloud and heard only that
which was spoken aloud, could not understand the meaning of silence. St. Joseph is
always silent, be it when I make an intercessory prayer or thank him for the help he
has done. A faint yet fully-drawn smile, and the face sloped in compassion looking
at us…this is his picture that I always run into. Once I asked Jesus about this silence,
and the reply absorbingly fascinated me, “I too have felt the same”. He proved his
unfailing love again when he blessed my second daughter too with fine married
life. He was the Chosen, for he gave himself to bring up a child that was not his with
utmost care and attentiveness. God entrusted him to up bring His one and only Son,
so we must never hesitate to seek his help in bringing up our children and thereby
bettering our families.
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The unfailing skill of a perfect

CARPENTER

Sunil Elias

We

were in search of a rented house. We were fed up and felt frustrated
when the search continued for months. Then we thought of
interceding to St. Joseph. He would certainly understand our agony since
he himself had undergone the same when he went searching for one for
his wife Mary and for Jesus in her womb. We were happy when we were
able to receive the key of our home on 24th December 2015 at about 6pm
through the intercession of St. Joseph. It was as if he made sure that we
get a house and have a 'HAPPY CHRISTMAS.'

Prayer to St.Michael, The Arch Angel
St. Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle. Be our
defense against the wickedness and snares of the devil. May
God rebuke him, we humbly pray, and do thou, the Prince
of the Heavenly hosts, by the power of God, thrust into hell
satan, and all the evil spirits, who prowl about the world,
seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.
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WARMTH OF MY
FATHER'S CHEST
Jose Dominic

When would Jesus have laid himself on his father’s chest?
When He had been going through humanly unbearable
suffering, and when He underwent excruciating pain on
the Cross, when he cried out “Oh! Father, why did you
forsake me?” that is when the Father would have held
him the closest.
Now there is a story of man and God walking along
the sea shore. Two pairs of footprints were seen. At the
28
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end of the journey, man turns back to see
only one pair of footprint. He gets upset
with God, that he was disowned when he
had been going through miserable days.
God replied thus, “Son, when you were
writhing with pain, I took you closer to
my chest. Those footprints are not yours.
They are mine…”
In the light of this story, let me tell you
certain incidents that took place in my life.
I would lie to give a testimony of how
this story turned to be a reality in my life.
The most precious gift of God is the “ Gift
of the womb” and that was Joshua’ , our
fourth laurel a baby boy after three girls
. The day he was born , the doctor called
me in . the sight that I saw , pierced my
heart like a sword for my son was born
with “ Multiple dislocations”, below his
hips. He had quite a lot of problems with
his hips, knees and feet………….. the days
when we went through agony . Those were
the days when Nimmy and me started the
journey of suffering, as St. Joseph and
Mother Mary fled from Bethlehem to
Egypt’- our plight with Joshua – the gift
of God.
He was admitted for treatment at The
Kasturba Medical Centre in Mangalore the
thirteenth day after he was born. We went
through heartaches any man could never
even have thought of.
The first treatment was for his right
knee, which would not bend down but
only upwards. Four doctors, Nimmy, Joshua
and I were present there. The doctors would
dip the plaster in water and then bend his
knee downward forcefully until the plaster

was fully wrought around the knee. Joshua
cried out in acute pain, so loud that it nearly
broke his throat. He beat both hands on
the desk, floundering in extreme agony
and suffering and we saw how much he
had to go through. His mother could not
stand watching this more and she turned
her face away, but how could a father do
that?
I stood closest to him wishing I could
get closer into him, and slowly caressed
his chest. The moment the plastering got
over, I took him and put him on my chest
even closer. The throat nearly dilapidated
out of screaming, and his cheeks could not
have gotten any tender out of incessant
crying, he would lie in there in the warmth
of my body. Then his mother, who had
cried out unseen, would offer him her milk
to wet his dry, parched throat.
After three days the doctors removed
the plaster, and again they bended his
knee in ten to fifteen degrees downward
angle and did the plastering again. This
was repeated over four times, and then
they had to subject him to an operation
for it would bend anymore. And then an
inundation of operations, several of which
were done for the knee, hips and the feet.
Those were the days when the Heavenly
Father took all of us to his bountiful arms
of care.
If ever Joshua were to look back and
ask, “Father, when I had been squirming
in untold distress, where had you been
then?” I will be able to answer with utmost
earnestness that, “Son, you were wrapped
in my arms, close to my chest…”
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The Cross That
Leads To Glory
Preetha Joseph

You

are Jesus, aren’t you? Save yourself and save us
too!” This was heard from a cross on the mountains.
“Jesus, when You enter Your kingdom, please think of me
too” pleaded another sound from the cross.
“Father, forgive them for they do not know what they are
doing” again, like the sound of thunder came this voice from
another cross.
Here these three crosses of the Calvary talks to us.
The first cross – the unfortunate thief’s cross – he justifies
himself and mocks at the mistake of others. Having not thought
about eternal life at all, it is gripped by curse.
The second cross – he realised his mistakes and confesses
it with a heavy heart, and summons up courage, at least in
his last moments, to take the Lord into himself.
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''

The cross in the centre - the cross of
Jesus – it was the Lord’s will that the one
who had not sinned carry all the burdens
of the sinned lot. He valued His Father’s will
so much so that He willingly gave Himself
up to dying on the cross. The cross, which
until then was the symbol of curse, became
that of glory.
The three crosses are three different ways
in this world, the way that each of us takes
in every minute. The three choices before us.
Let my way never be that of the
unfortunate thief. Let us not tread the way
of that man, who kept judging and cursing
others despite being a sinner, and who
did not take up any of the opportunities
to understand God, even during his last
moments.
The good thief throws light upon the
fact that however sinned we are, there is
always the opportunity to come out of the
quagmire. He showed us that any sinner who
runs up to his Lord in confession is always
comforted by the Lord. “See, the Lord's hand
is not too short to save, nor his ear too dull
to hear.” (Isaiah 59:1). Every confessional
reminds us of this. He picks up all those who
runs up to Him like a child and clads them
in the white cloth of purity. “Come now,
let us argue it out, says the LORD: though
your sins are like scarlet, they shall be like
snow; though they are red like crimson,
they shall become like wool.” (Isaiah 1:18)
But the third way is the way of Jesus – the
way that paved salvation for the rest of the
world. He carried not his sins, but the sin
of the others. In the midst of all the pain
and rejection, he taught us how to pour
the fragrance of love. Let us follow the way
of this man on the cross to a world that
contains great fortunes that man can never
think of. All those who took this way became
saints. “Look to him, and be radiant; so your
faces shall never be ashamed” (Psalms 34: 5a)

''

Come now, let us argue it out, says the
LORD: though your sins are like scarlet,
they shall be like snow; though they are
red like crimson, they shall become like

wool (Isaiah 1:18)

“Oh Jesus, compel us always to choose that
constricted path, the path of your Love, and not
the wide, inclusive path of earthly comforts.
Help me stand in your godly presence even
during times of pain so that I can tirelessly pray
for my brother.
Here I am on the cross of the crucified…
The cross that leads to the glory…
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MOTHER

WERE I A

GOOD BOY

TODAY ?

Smitha Christin

T

he January issue of The Angel’s Army had
an article about how Daisy aunty coerced
her son to join the family prayer, and how he
obeyed when she left it all for the Lord to work
upon it. This led me to introspection, because
almost the same was my situation until then.
Of our four children, the third was our three
year old son Anton Paul. Often I had to compel and scold them to sit disciplined while the
family prayer was on. But my son became more
disobedient out of this compulsion. My anger
grew like anything as he would try all means
to avoid attending the session. All what happened was that I lost all the grace emanating
from the prayer. It was then that I read the
article. I decided then and there that I would
not beat my son or scold him for his uncooperativeness. And then I prayed, “Oh Holy Spirit! Take control of my son when the prayer
is on, and give him all the grace to attend
the while with utmost discipline”. That day
went about without any notable difference.
The next day onwards I saw that he had
taken a rosary in the hands during the prayer,
and he sat in silence in the lap of my husband. At the end he asked me, “Mother, were
I a good boy today?” “Good boy”, I replied.
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One day we had to go to the church for
the Vincent De Paul meeting and I asked my
children to recite the Rosary by themselves.
We were back by 9:30pm and I scolded them
upon knowing they had not recited the Rosary. It was 10 o' clock and the children had
gone to sleep, so I thought we’d do the personal prayer and be done with it. I could not find
the charger of the phone, and when I came to
look for it, I saw Anton all in tears. I asked him
the reason and he said we had not done the
prayers. So I said we’d sit there and pray, but he
screamed louder. Holding the mat, he pointed
to where the Sacred Heart was kept and said he
wants all of us to kneel down in prayer there.
He called up his father, sisters and the others
from the sleep and asked them to join him
in his prayers. Now, every evening he would
come up to all of us, and call us to the prayer.
Once I had gone to my home and by ten,
seeing nobody had prayed, he came up with
the question, “Is nobody in this home going to
pray today?” and we all gathered for the prayer.
This is my heartfelt experience of the Holy
Spirit, and how the Spirit enhances certain
things that human mind cannot understand!
Thanks to the Holy Spirit!

THE QUOTES OF
A GOOD FATHER

P

arents shall understand and remember that your primary duty and
most important responsibility is the bringing up of your children.
They are a sacred gift entrusted to you by God for safe-keeping. They
have been consigned to you to be purified by the most precious Blood
of Jesus, to be trained in His service and to be returned to Him on Judgment Day. If any of these children are lost to hell because of your fault,
what a big hindrance it will be for your own salvation. Parents should
regularly commend their children to God and to the protection of the
Holy Family and pray for them often.
				

-St. Kuriakose Elias Chavara

So dear parents,....

A

s advised by St.Kuriakose Elias
Chavara let's consciously commit
our children, each one of them separately, into God's hands. The faults
and shortcomings of our kids make us
sad, don't they? To compensate let's
make a few small sacrifices and offer
them to Jesus, and try to bring up our
children for God.
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Let's pray for Angel’s Army that it may be led by the Holy Spirit in all its endeavours.

1

st Mystery
For the Holy
Father, Bishops,
Priests and
Religious

rd Mystery
Members of
Angels' Army

nd Mystery
Parents and
Teachers

th Mystery
Souls in
Purgatory

th Mystery
Missionaries,
Friends,
Aborted Babies

become a fortress for our children| Read Psalm 91 and Mark 5:1-20 before you begin the Rosary.

If you feel inspired to join us in prayer, please let us know your prayer time.
Ph.0484-6444702, 9496131921

prayer if informed at 9061963071, 8891585850.

NIGHT VIGIL
Place:

Mariyan Vachanatheeram
Cheepunkal, Kumarakom,
Kottayam

Time-:-

1st Friday-

08.00 pm to 12.30 am

Kindly intimate your prayer needs to us,
either by letter or by email or over the
phone. We assure you of our prayers.

Tel: 9497583885, 0484-6444702, E-mail: prayer@angelsarmy.in
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Angels’ Army magazine had a humble beginning in the form of a monochrome pamphlet

Circulation Manager: 7012903354

ANGELS’ ARMY MINISTRY
Angels’ Army magazine – Malayalam/English

ANGELS' ARMY SUBSCRIPTION FORM

their complete address with pincode
and phone number. Those who renew the subscription should inform the details including the registration
number to the office via phone/email.
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ANGELS ARMY

Title Code: KERENG02557 | February 2017 | Rs. 15/

A programme on Parenting Hosted by Angels' Army Team
On all Sundays on Shalom Television from 8.00 to 8.30pm

MADHURAMOZHI
Repeats on all Tuesdays from 11.00 to 11.30 am
Thursdays from 6.30 to 7.00 pm
A programme for the complete family - Parenthy 2017
An opportunity to attend retreat with family
Venue: Alpha Pastoral Centre, Edakochi
Date: Thursday 11th May 2017 5pm to Sunday 14th May 2pm
 Separate sessions for parents and children
 Separate sessions for children in categories according to their age
 Special prayer sessions for pregnant mothers
 Counselling
Those who need rooms should register early
For more details and booking call 0484-6444702, 9495120874, 9446290248
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