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When the children start learning God’s word, His Word becomes flesh in them and discernment of right and wrong
would be easier for them. Driven by the love for the Holy
Mother Church, in the fellowship of Mother Mary, angels, and
saints, a new generation could be formed. This is the motto
of Angels’ Army. This goal is being achieved mainly through
Angels’ Army Magazine.

In your arms,
Mamma...
"Look to him, and be radiant..."(Psalm 34:5a)
At the wedding in Cana, when Mother Mary looked towards Jesus, the first miracle happened. At the foot of the Cross when she looked towards Him, she became
the Mother of the entire human race. Her heart is an ocean of compassion. The
hands of a mother joined in prayer and her eyes wet with tears, can provide luster,
many times over, to the joy and laughter of her husband and children. Yes, that
exactly is the role and duty of a mother. Uninvited she makes her entrance into
the celebrations and the sufferings of the family and becomes the medium of a
glorious miracle for them. "Only you can, Mama."
I happened to meet a youngster once. His voice would croak and his eyes would
moisten at the very mention of his mother. He reminisced that for every sin and
failure of his, his mother would only pray lovingly and fervently without finding
fault with him. Her warm hugs and the comforting, "Doesn't matter dear", went
a long way in bringing him back to the right path, is what he shared about his
mother.
If an ordinary mortal being can demonstrate so much of mercy and compassion,
how much more will the Mother of Jesus? Let’s lay ourselves within the fold of her
arms. The warmth of her heart will surely help us to be liberated from the chains
of our iniquities, both grave and trivial.
So let us go to Mother Mary, the one who is always looking towards God. In order
to be freed from the bondage of sin, and also to be able to resist temptations let us
consecrate ourselves to the Immaculate Heart of Mother Mary.

Beloved Son of
Mother Mary
Mary Joseph

S

tanislaus was born in 1550 into a noble Polish family. His parents were
John Kostka and Margaret. His father
was a senator of the Kingdom of Poland. He
was drawn to a spiritual life by the fervently
prayerful life of his mother.
At the young age of 14, along with his tutor
and his elder brother Paul he came to Vienna to be admitted into the Jesuit College.
They stayed in the house of Kimbercker, a
Lutheran friend of his father. Despite being away from the atmosphere of his home,
he never missed Holy Mass and continued
to recite the Rosary regularly. The ardent
prayer life of the Jesuit(Society of Jesus)
priests sprouted in him a desire to become
a priest.
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Tranquility in suffering
His elder brother Paul exploited the freedom of being away from home and got
engaged in a frolicky life. Roaming around
with his friends and leading a luxurious
life, Paul was contemptuous of the pious
and austere life of Stanislaus. In exasperation Paul and his tutor ill-treated Stanislaus. But even as his sufferings increased
Stanislaus multiplied his prayers for them.
He suffered the unjust treatment with remarkable serenity. The violent treatment,
added with his own penances made him
physically and mentally fatigued and he ultimately fell dangerously ill. The medicines
prescribed by the doctor seemed to have

no effect. Stanislaus requested to make a
Confession and to receive Holy Communion. But being Lutheran, Kimbercker
did not permit to bring a Catholic priest
into his house.

From the death-bed to recovery
Realizing that he would die soon, he was
keen to make a Confession and to receive
Jesus in the Eucharist at the earliest. He
had once read that those who prayed to
St.Barbara would not die without receiving Holy Communion. He pleaded with
St. Barbara that he should not be allowed
to die without Sacramental Confession
and Holy Communion. Soon after St.Barbara along with two angels visited him
at night and placed the Eucharistic Host
on his tongue. His joy knew no bounds.
After that Mother Mary visited him with
Baby Jesus. "God desires that you should
join the Jesuit Congregation", saying so,
Mother Mary laid Baby Jesus on Stanislaus' cot. That very moment he was completely healed, and the fever left him. His
health was totally restored. All were surprised at his miraculous healing.

Clarity of Call
Knowing fully well that everybody would
oppose his wish to join the Society of Jesus, Stanislaus left Vienna for the Jesuit
Society in Germany. From there he was
sent to Rome, the headquarters of the Jesuit Society. There he was warmly accepted by Fr. Francis, the Superior General.
Thus Stanislaus started his novitiate.

A member of the Jesuits
By his pious and humble nature he became the apple of everyone's eye. Because
of his exceptional maturity, his silent nature and his disciplined behavior he was
the favorite of both the students and the
teachers. More than anything it was his
devout prayer life that attracted all. He
had a special devotion towards Mother
Mary. He would narrate to them about
the apparitions of Mother Mary, her
Blessings, the miracles wrought through
her etc. Even his teachers would listen to
him with rapt attention.
St. Mary's Basilica in Rome is quite a famous church. A picture of Mother Mary
drawn by St.Luke himself is an attraction
of that church. Stanislaus and his companions could see this church from their
residence. Early morning as soon as he
woke up Stanislaus would turn towards
this church, kneel down and receive the
blessings of Mother Mary. He would repeat this at night before going to bed.
Soon his companions too started seek-

"I have not
been born for
a transitory life
but for an
everlasting life."
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ing the blessings of Mother Mary thus.
And this small action paved the way to
increase their devotion towards Mother
Mary.

joy. "I am seeing Mother Mary and the
choirs of Angels", he said. He departed to
Heaven with them. Even after death the
smile on his face remained. He was just
One day while praying with his compan- 18 years old when he died.
ions, suddenly Stanislaus' face shone with Incorrupt body
a glowing brilliance. After prayers the Two years after Stanislaus died, in 1570,
glow did not subside even on washing his his tomb was opened in order to remove
face. Often during his personal prayer he some part of the mortal remains to be
would experience his heart burning with preserved as a relic for the Jesuit Socithe intensity of God's love.
ety. But the moment the casket was lifted
During the month of August in 1568, after about 10 months of novitiate, Stanislaus took seriously ill. He knew he would
die soon. He greatly desired to be with
Mother Mary in Heaven on the 15th of
August, the commemoration day of her
Assumption. The Saint to whom he was
praying that month was St. Lawrence. On
the day of the feast of St. Lawrence when
Stanislaus went to church he carried with
him close to his chest a letter addressed
to Mother Mary, the Queen of Angels.
He had written to her of his longing to
personally be with her and to celebrate
with her, on the coming feast day of the
Assumption. He sought the help of St.
Lawrence too, to submit this prayer petition to Mother Mary. In the days that followed he caught a fever. On August 14th
when the fever became intense, he made
a Confession and received the Extreme
Unction. His teachers, his friends and
the priests, all stood around him praying
fervently.

Death of Stanislaus
At about 3 a.m. in the morning of August 15th his face suddenly beamed with
6
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out, the entire area was filled with a fragrance so ethereal that it was never before experienced by any of those crowded there. His body was also found to be
miraculously incorrupt. Even the smile
that adorned his face at the time of his
death, remained unfaded. Many of those
who came to the tomb and sought his intercession were miraculously healed. In
the year 1726 Stanislaus Kostka was canonized. His feast day is celebrated by the
church on November 13th.

May the life of St. Stanislaus prompt us to
live holy lives.

WORD OF GOD,
EJACULATORY PRAYER

August 1-8

August 9-15

“And blessed is she who believed that there would be a
fulfillment of what was spoken
to her by the Lord.’’
(Luke 1:45)

“For freedom Christ has
set us free.’’
(Galatians 5:1a)

Ejaculatory Prayer:
O God, increase my faith.

August 16-23

“The angel of the Lord
encamps around those who
fear him, and delivers them.’’
(Psalm 34:7)
Ejaculatory Prayer:
O God, I rely on You.

Ejaculatory Prayer:
O Jesus, bring me to true
freedom.

August 24-31

“And the world and its desires
are passing away, but those
who do the will of God live
forever.’’ (1John 2:17)
Ejaculatory Prayer:
Jesus, may all worldly
comforts be nauseating for
me.
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6
Pope of Blessed Sacrament

ST. POPE PIUS X

Joseph Sartho, who started his priestly formation soon
became the apple of his friends' and teachers' eye.
The death of his father during the second year made
Joseph grief stricken.
Relatives tried to discourage Joseph
from pursuing his vocation.
Joseph, the responsibility of
this large family cannot be
shouldered by your mother
alone. Come back from the
seminary and support your
family.

Uncle, please
don't feel
offended, but
I cannot think
of anything but
my call to be a
priest.

Joseph bids farewell to his mother and leaves for
seminary a few days after the funeral
Bless me my
mother, I am going back
to the seminary.

Don't worry
about us, my son.
God shall take care
of everything.

His mother worked hard to
support the family
Sartho was
ordained priest
on 8 September 1858 and
celebrated his
first Holy Mass
in his Parish in
the presence
of his mother
and siblings
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Mom, the bishop
has appointed me as the
assistant vicar of
Tombolo.

Son, the lord has given
within you the power to
lead those people unto
God. I'll pray to the Lord
to make you His instrument

The town of Tombolo was notorious for blasphemy,
and the people would do anything to make money.

The Tombolo parish underwent many changes through the influence of
Fr. Sartho. People became more interested in the matters of the church

A-t½,F-\n-s¡m-cpFr. Sartho
came
sshZn-I-\m-I-Ww.

to my house and
solved all our problems. We are finally
at peace!

He comes regularly
to give my bed-ridden
father the sacraments
of Confession and Holy
Communion.

Father Sartho treated children as
his friends

Father,
I failed in this
examination too.

I don’t know
how to read or
write Father.

People who attend his
homilies change for the
better. He is also being
invited to other parishes to
give sermons.

]n-Xm-hm-b- Pn-tbm-hm-\n-¡v- a-I-sâ- Cu- B-{K-lw- DÄ-s¡mÅm³- ]-än-bn-Ã.
\o- F-´m-Wo- ]-d-bp-¶-Xv?- F-sâ- Xp-Ñ-am-b- h-cp-am-\w-sIm−-vIp-Spw-_w- t]m-äm³- Rm³- I-jv-S-s¸-Sp-I-bm-Wv.- s_-¸n,
F-sâ- k-lm-b-¯n-\v- \o-- D-−m-Ip-a-tÃm- F-¶- {]-Xo-£-bm-WvF-\n-¡p-ÅXv.- F-\n-¡m-sW-¦nÂ- {]m-b-hpw- Iq-Sn-h-cp-¶p.-

F-sâ- s_-¸n-, Zn-hy\m-Y-sâ- _-en-]o-T-¯nÂ- \o
_-en-bÀ-¸n-¡p-¶-Xp- ImWm³- Rm³- sIm-Xn-¡p-¶p.-

Pn-tbm-hm-\n- tPm-k-^n-sI\bpw
«n A¨-s\ Im-Wm-s\-¯p¶p
want Iqsomething

greater than salary. You
t¨m,- ssZ-h-ln-Xw- A-§nshould stopAtalking
s\m-sW-¦nÂ- Rm-\n-\nfoul of God, andbdisF-X
n-cp- ]Pn-tbm-hm-\n- ]-d-ª
courage
others
who
dod-bp-¶n-Ã.- ]-t£,kv
I
qÄhnZym-`ym-kw- Xp-S-c-WsXms
¡ic
nb
mW
v
.
But how
so. Agreed?
sa-¶- A-h-sâ- B-{K-lw]-twe
£,-raise
H-s¶-\n-¡v- D-d-¸p
will
t]m-epw- km-[n-¨p-sIm-Sp−-v.-salary,
tPm-k-^n-s\- kw-_your
¡p-hm³- F-\n-¡v- km-[nÔn-¨p-Å- ssZ-h-ln-Xwfather?

IÀ-¯m-hn-sâ- ]p-tcm-ln-X\m-hp-I- F-¶-Xm-Wv.-

¡p-¶n-Ã.- ]n-s¶- Rm³F-§n-s\- A-h-s\- sk-an-\mcn-bnÂ- A-b-bv-¡pw.?
Yes !
We agree.

Oh! Come here after
school every day with
your friends and I shall
teach you.
hn-j-an-t¡-−.- Im-kv-äÂ-

{^m-t¦m-bnÂ- t]m-bnkv-IqÄ- hn-Zym-`ym-kw- Xp-Scm\p-Å- GÀ-¸m-Sp-IÄ- Rm³D-S³-X-s¶- sN-¿mw.- Nn-e-hpfriends,
in-t¨m.I-sf-¸-äDear
n- A-§
v- hn-j-an-we
¡p-live in an age
i-cn-b
Priests
face humiliation
I-which
tb- th−.-

Iq-«p-Im-tc,- Cu-tim-bv-¡v- \-½-sf- Hm-tcm-cp¯-sc-bpw-Ip-dn-¨v- Hm-tcm- kz-]v-\-§fp−-v.B kz-]v-\w F-´m-sW¶v Cu-tim-tbm-SpX-s¶- \-ap¡v- tNm-Zn-¡-mw.- Cu-tim- h-gn-\-S¯pw.- XoÀ-¨.- A-Sp-¯- am-kw- ho−-p w- ImWmw.- ss_.

and torment. It is our duty to love,
respect and listen to our parish
priests. See you next month. Bye.

Xm-a-kn-bm-sX- do-knÂ-\n-¶pw- 4 ssaÂ- Zq-sc-bp-Å- Im-kväÂ- {^m-t¦m- sh-\o-t¯m-hn-ep-Å- kv-Iq-fnÂ- tPm-k-^v- XpSÀ- ]-T-\-¯n-\m-bn- tNÀ-¶p.
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Are we truly free?
Preetha Joseph

"F

or freedom Christ has set us free.
Stand firm, therefore, and do not
submit again to a yoke of slavery.''
(Galatians 5:1)
Dear friends, on the 15th of August we celebrate the Independence Day of our country, India. Let us thank God for all those
who labored to gain us this freedom.
10
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Yet, when we think about it, are we truly
free in all the areas of our life? Genuine
freedom should always accord us with happiness. If deep within our hearts we experience a joy and peace that no one can extinguish, then we can claim to be truly free.
But we often become slaves of many a thing,
without even being aware of it. For example,

do I say, "I just cannot have a meal without
meat" or "I simply cannot sleep without a
pillow"....? Do such comforts control me?
Am I unable to let go of them? If so, I am
certainly their captive.

"But to all who received him, who believed
in his name, he gave power to become children of God." (John 1:12)

It is as if meat is telling us, "You are my
slave. Without me you cannot have any
food." Imagine all those comforts and likes
that we cling on to, telling us, "You are our
slaves"...Now, are we meant to be their
slaves? Certainly not! We are the children
of a God who created the whole world, a
God who is the sole owner of the entire creation. God has appointed for us a Helper
- the Holy Spirit, to guide us and direct us.
That being the case we should address our
obstinate desires and proclaim, "It is not
you who has control over me, but the Holy
Spirit."
Let’s grow in this conviction. Let’s organize
our lives, such that neither our laziness, nor
our obstinacy, nor our comforts remain our
masters. Only if, like Jesus, we discern the
will of the Father and try to live accordingly, will we be able to enjoy the everlasting
peace and joy that comes to us from God.
"True Freedom" is God's gift to those who
with the power of the Spirit conquer the
die-hard traits of their nature.

Let us pray...
"O my Jesus, it is often the little things that
put out my joy. Though I fervently wish to
overcome them, I often fail in doing so,
Lord... My greed, my pride, my sloth,... all
seem to deceive me. Jesus, favor me with
the freedom that only you can grant. Fill
my heart with joy. And that unceasing
peace. Amen"
Angels' Army August 2017
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LITTLE

KIDS

Dear friends, Holy Mary is filled
with all the virtues like love, patience, humility etc.
See...there is Holy Mary, standing
with roses of virtues in her hand.
She is calling us to her to gift
them to us. If we pray to Mamma
Mary, she will surely give us those
flowers of virtues. Don't you want
them? Then come, let us prayerfully approach her and get those
lovely flowers. Your guardian angel is waiting to come with you.
Are you ready?

Okay, then let us recite
the ejaculatory prayer,
“My mother, my refuge”
5 times and start
the journey.

12
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Tips from
Little Flower
For the salvation of souls, poor sinful souls, we should offer our sufferings to Jesus.
Even though very few graces are granted through this, remember that unending
streams of the Precious Blood of God has been shed for them. Jesus has stored the
treasure of salvation of souls, in the sights that arise from the depths of our souls.
Oh what marvellous mystery!
If a single sigh can save a soul, how much can our hardships and sufferings do?
Never deny Jesus anything that He asks for.
- St. Theresa of Lisseux

Prayer to the Guardian Angel
Oh, my dear Guardian Angel, protect me from all dangers.
Help me, so that I may remain a beloved child of my Jesus.
Safeguard me from all dangers and bad dreams tonight.

Angels' Army August 2017
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Hey Mittu,
isn't it wonderful how
Jesus tells about God
the Father in such
simple ways?

Kittu,
People would be so
lucky if they could
understand it.

Kittu
Mittu
in heart? What
do you mean by
that?

Blessed are the
pure in heart, for
they will see God.

When we have a bath, our body is
cleansed of all physical impurities and
thus becomes pure. Just like that, our
heart also becomes pure when it is
cleansed of its impurities.

Impurity
of the heart?
What is that
Rabbi?

Dear brother, if a person's heart is filled with
hatred, revenge, despair,
falsehood, pride etc.,
then it becomes impure.
God wishes man to have
a pure heart.

So God
ultimately looks
into our hearts,
right?

14
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Yes. God who examines hearts loves a
heart filled with purity, since those who
are 'pure of heart' aim to fulfill God's will.
God is their aim.

My dear ones, whatever you do, do it not
for the sake of showing off, but sincerely
for the love of God and your hearts will
become pure.

And how can
we make our
hearts pure?

We had not
known these
things, Rabbi...

We should examine
ourselves regularly.
Our heart is the dwelling place of God and
only if it is pure will
we be able to see and
listen to him.

So it is the
purity of heart, and
not what is seen
externally, that
ultimately matters,
right?

Definitely! And that is the
best gift that we can give
God. Always wish and
pray for that: "Create in
me a clean heart, O God".

Mittu,
this is something new
to me. So this is the
reason why God asks
us not to judge others,
right?

Yes Kittu. We see only the external
actions of others, but God sees
their hearts. Let us long only for
His appreciation and approval.

Angels' Army August 2017
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YOUCAT
463
CCC 2520,
2532

How does one achieve "purity of heart"?
The purity of heart required for love is achieved in the first place through union with God in
prayer. When God's grace touches us, this also produces a path to pure, undivided human
love. A chaste person can love with a sincere and undivided heart.

Child: Grandma, in this picture, why are flowers drawn around
Mother Mary's heart?
Grandma: Those are roses dear. Like those roses, Mother Mary's
heart is also pure. Likewise our hearts too should be pure.
Child: Why is it necessary that our hearts should be pure?
Grandma: When our hearts are full of envy, anger, pride and
evil thoughts, it is impossible to make out what God's will is. Besides, it becomes hard to love both God and men.
Child: Oh yeah, that's right Grandma. But how do I clean up my
heart?
Grandma: God alone can grant "purity of heart." We only have
to desire this purity and pray for it.
Child: Oh, no wonder you keep singing...
"Create in me a clean heart O’ God,
And renew a right spirit within me..."
From now on even I will sing this song with you and pray for a
pure heart.

16
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Sky

Angels' Wing

Walk

Dear children....
Did you see that?
This makes Jesus
really sad.

Summary of the story till now…
Seeing a bird fly by, two children Louie and Anu wish that they
could also fly like a bird. They express their desire to Jesus. He
sends an Angel from Heaven to take them for a stroll across the
sky showing them the sights down below… Read on…

Haha...
Here comes
the fatty.

In our
school too children
tease those who are fat
or slim.

Yeah...
I too have done
the same at
times.

Ok children.. See
you next month.
Children... God is the one
who gives you beauty and
talent, it is not by your
merit. So we don't have
the right to tease others.

I promise never
to tease anyone.

Dear Angel,
please tell Jesus that
we will never again
ridicule anyone.

Angels' Army August 2017
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Dear friends, do you know the dogmas (dogmas are undeniable truths
of faith, as declared by the Holy Church) regarding Mother Mary? We
recite them daily in the Litany. Let's have a quick look at them.
Immaculate Conception
By a singular grace of Almighty God and by
virtue of the merits of Jesus our saviour, Mary
was preserved from original sin at the time of
her birth itself. This fact that she was free of
sin (Immaculate) at the time she was conceived itself, is indicated by the term Immaculate Conception.
She remained pure from all sorts of personal
sin throughout her life, being filled with
God's special graces.
In 1854, it was Pope Pious IX who proclaimed
the Immaculate Conception of Mother Mary
as a dogma of the Church.
Mary herself had revealed this truth to
St. Bernadette when she appeared to her on
the month of March 1858.
Mary was addressed as "Panagia" (meaning
"the All-Holy") by the oriental Churches.
Queen conceived without original sin,
Pray for us.

Mary - Perpetual Virgin
Mary remained a virgin before the birth of Jesus, during the birth
of Jesus and after the birth of Jesus!
Because she conceived Jesus by the grace of the Holy Spirit, His
birth never diminished her virginity but sanctified it.
Mother most chaste, pray for us.

-
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Mary - Mother of God
Jesus, Son of God, who is God Himself, was born of Mary, thus making her
the Mother of God.
The Council of Ephesus (A.D. 431) declared this dogma.
Holy Mother of God, pray for us.

The Assumption of Mary
Mary who was created without original sin was, at the completion of her
earthly life, taken up body and soul into heaven by God.
Through her assumption, she could share in the victory of Jesus, Son of God
and her son, over sin and death. Thus she shares in the glory of His resurrection.
Pope Pious XII proclaimed this as a dogma in 1950.
Queen assumed into heaven, Pray for us.

During this month,
after Litany, let's pray specially for India,
our motherland, along with Mother
Mary.
Oh Blessed Mother, Holy Mary... we
offer our country to your Immaculate
Heart. We pray for all our
national leaders and for the whole
of the nation. Amen.
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ANGELS' WING

I'm

the Immaculate
Conception

I

n 1858, on the day of the Feast of the Annunciation, little Bernadette woke up at the
crack of dawn and walked briskly towards
the niche in the hills to behold that beautiful angelic Lady who would off and on emerge from
the clouds and come towards her. Though it was
about 3 weeks back that she had last seen her,
Bernadette couldn't slept a wink the previous
night. An overwhelming desire and an avid eagerness to meet her once again and ask her who
she was, steered her.
She waited prayerfully for almost an hour, in
the nook at the entrance to the mountain cave,
when she appeared, a stunning lady reflecting
a brilliant light as if clothed with the sun. That
was the sixteenth occasion that Bernadette saw
the dazzling lady. And finally that day she managed to stammer out the question that she had
all along prepared to ask but couldn't. "What is
your name?", asked Bernadette. Smilingly, came
the immediate reply, "I am the Immaculate Conception." The little one did not grasp what was
meant by that. Yet, in order not to forget it, repeating the words loudly to herself she ran towards the presbytery. "Que soy era Immaculada
Councepciou." When she reached the parish
priest Fr. Dominic, those strange words came
out of her mouth as a melodious song. Fr. Dom20
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inic was dumbfounded! Only when Father explained to little Bernadette the meaning of those
mystifying words did she understand that it was
the Immaculate Virgin Mary who had appeared
to her 16 times before.
Mother Mary is known as "the Immaculate" because she was conceived without original sin. As
God had chosen Mary from the beginning, she
was accorded this special grace of Immaculate
Conception. It is significant that Mother Mary
after being born Immaculate, continued to live
a sinless life on this earth. Yes, isn't it because
she lived a pure and holy life free from all stains
of sin, that she was assumed body and soul into
Heaven and crowned Queen of Heaven and
earth?
Dears in the Lord, our Lady by her blemishless
life gives us hope of an immense possibility.
Despite being born with original sin, through
the Sacrament of Baptism we too become Immaculate. Being nourished with the Sacraments
and the Word of God, we too can therefore, like
Mother Mary, live a life here on earth without
committing sin and later attain entry into Heaven. The Immaculate Mother will pray for us. So
my dears, are all of you ready to become Saints?
Love,
Fr. Jerin, CMI

For Parents

POPE FRANCIS

V

irgin Mary leads Christians to
the mercy of God, who can untie “all knotted hearts” caused
by sin. These knots take away our peace
and serenity. I urge the faithful not to give
up hope that God can untie these knots.
Mary takes us with the hand of a mother
to the embrace of the Father, to the Father of mercy. Mary, through her witness
of faith, is the paradigm for all believers.
I challenge the faithful to consider their
own faith more profoundly, following her
example of fidelity, which was shown all
the way to Jesus’ crucifixion. Her faith
at that moment was “like a little flame
burning in the night”; and at the empty
tomb, her heart was filled with the joy of
faith. Mary was faithful even in moments
of difficulty. Her ‘Yes’ to God was a ‘Yes’
that threw her simple life in Nazareth into
turmoil. Many times she had to utter a
heartfelt ‘Yes’ at moments of joy and sorrow, culminating in the ‘Yes’ she spoke at
the foot of the cross.
Gratitude is important especially for the
Christian community and for family life.
If families can say these three things, they

will be fine: ‘sorry,’ ‘excuse me,’ ‘thank
you,’ all too often, we take everything for
granted.
Mary’s Magnificat is an example of Christian gratitude. It is a song of praise and
thanksgiving to God not only for what
he did for her, but for what he had done
throughout the history of salvation.
God reveals himself in poverty, weakness
and humility and the journey to salvation
also entails commitment.
“I ask myself: Am I a Christian by fits and
starts or am I a Christian full time?” Our
culture of the ephemeral, the relative, also
takes its toll on the way we live our faith.
God asks us to be faithful to him, daily, in
our everyday life.
A Christian one who knows God cannot
be unfaithful even if the believer is himself, and he “never tires of stretching out
his hand” to help and encourage us. This
is the real journey: to walk with the Lord
always, even at moments of weakness,
even in our sins.
.
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I will cling to my
mother’s robe
Rose Mary

O

n the Christmas eve in 1807 at Sallant,
a place near Catalonia in Spain, born
Anthony to Juan Claret. Even from a
very young age Anthony was aware of eternity
and the thought of eternally losing souls made
him very sad. He had got an inner inspiration
to become a priest at the age of 6 but the financial difficulties of the family remained to be an
obstacle to his wish. For a short while he had
learned Latin under the guidance of a priest. But
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the unfortunate death of the teacher disrupted
his studies. Thus Anthony was obliged to work
in his father's textile industry and he set out to
Barcelona at the age of 17 in pursuit of learning new techniques regarding weaving. Soon
he became a reputed business figure among the
industrialists there. Eventually his desire for the
special vocation changed the way to business
and he even lost the spiritual fire within.

Mother Mary was not willing to leave off Anthony, so she guided him to the right path with
a strong God experience. As he contemplated
the experience he had, Anthony deciphered
Christ's voice telling him that “What will it
profit a man to gain the whole world but lose
his soul?" This word of God like an arrow hit
his heart and evoked guilty feeling since he had
ignored his special call. Later on he became a
seminarian and accepted his call from God.
Spain was witnessing many socio - political
changes during that time. The country suffocated from the poisoned air of religious sacrilege.
The political amendments executed by the King
Charles III opposed the church and paved way
for the massacre of many bishops and priests.
Right away the government banned church
from ordaining priests and hijacked seminaries
and turned them into military camps. However, perceiving Anthony's innate holiness and
wisdom he was ordained as a priest before he
completed his formation period. Later only he
concluded his theological studies as he served
in his own parish at Sallant.
Anthony used to practice the devotion to the
Immaculate Heart of Mary proposed by St.
Louis de Montfort and he placed himself at the
disposal of Mary. Being an excellent orator, his
religious lectures made many people to choose
a repentful life. Usually he deliver lectures for
10 to 12 hours a day ignoring his own private
requirements. "It's God's wish that I must deliver orations. Since our God helps me, I can work
hard and at the same time can be serene at heart
as if I had got enough rest", says Anthony. Confessional was the next place where he would
spend rest of his time. Like his orations he used
to spend hours and hours in the confessional
and when people enquired about the secret be-

hind this he replied that: “I pray to the Blessed
Mother and ask her to bless me. I cling on to
her robe like a child and never let her go until
she bless me."
His research on the destructive impacts that
deteriorate the modern society, inferred the
necessity of having more missionaries of God.
Later on he established the community named
“The Children of the Immaculate Heart of
Mary" along with another community known
as "The Claretians" or “The Congregation of the
Missionary Sons of the Immaculate Heart of
Mary".

“I pray to the Blessed Mother
and ask her to bless me. I cling
on to her robe like a child and
never let her go until she blesses
me."
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On 7th October 1850 he was appointed as
the bishop of Santiago, in Cuba after which
he adjoined the name 'Mary' along with his
own name as a token of devotion to Mother
Mary. Bishop Anthony Mary Claret is renowned as one among the prominent social
reformers in the history of Cuba. He who
had much concern for the poor, spent the lion's share of his money for charity activities.
He even dedicated a specific day to engage
in such activities. Moreover, he established
many schools, hospitals, orphanages and
old age homes, all of which were free of service. Maybe we could say that, no shepherd,
except Jesus, other than Anthony had loved
his own flock like this.
As he was reciting the Rosary in the church
at La Granja on 16th August 1861, God
blessed him with a special gift; a privilege to
carry "the body and blood" of our Lord in
his heart. Thus he could also get the heavenly bliss, enjoyed by Mother Mary all through
her life. He says about this:“I carry the Holy
Eucharist within me, no matter it is day or
night." While he was celebrating the Holy
Mass on the Christmas Eve of 1864, Blessed Mary approached him and placed infant
Jesus in his hands. Towards his last stages in
life, he had many divine experiences during
which Jesus and Mary appeared to him and
delivered messages.
On 24th October 1870, the morning bell at
the convent of Sisters of the Mount Carmel
began to ring and the blessed soul of Bishop
Anthony was taken into eternity by the God
Almighty. Even today the incorrupt body of
the saint heralds to this world his holiness.
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Blessed is the
fruit of the womb

The leaflet prepared by the Pregnancy
Wing of the Angels' Army Ministry that
helps the expectant mother to spend the
9 months in fruitful prayer.
The Pregnancy Wing under the Intercession
Team of the Angels' Army Ministry prays for
pregnant mothers and their babes all through
the 9 months. When you call us requesting for
prayers, the mother and babe enter this chain
of prayer. From that day onwards you will be
remembered in intercessory prayer by many and
will also be lifted during Holy Mass celebrated by
various Priests. If intimated at the time of delivery,
special prayers will again be offered for you.

For copies

0484-6444702
angelsarmy04@gmail.com

For your prayer needs
please call us:
8891585850
9061963071

Those who feel inspired to pray for babes in
the womb may please contact us: 8891585850

D

oes bestowing homage to Mother
Mary can be viewed as the breaching
of the first commandment (You shall
have no other gods before me.)?
The Catholic Church endows adoration only
to the holy trinity God and it concurrently
condemns the beatification of any other personage. The church venerates Mary but does
not worship her. The prophecy made in the
gospel according to St. Luke (1:48), “From now
onwards all generations will call me blessed”,
is perfected by the Catholic Church with the
veneration of blessed Mary.
We could figure out St. Gabriel, the holy messenger, addressing Mary as the one “who enjoy God’s favour” from St. Luke’s gospel (1:28).
Gabriel, an angel from heaven who engages
himself in the perpetual adoration of God,
“hails” one from the creations. Evincing this,
the Catholic Church urges the faithful to imitate the dignified action of the angel. Thus exhorting the veneration of Mary in the Church.

The Woman
Favoured With
Grace
Jeena

Mary, the woman full of grace; epitomises the
wholeness of heavenly grace. Other than Mary,
the one and only person who is biblically revered akin is none but Jesus himself. Jesus is
“full of grace and truth” says St. John (1:14).
Consequently, the Catholic Church esteems
and venerates Mother Mary whom God himself has entitled with “The Woman Favoured
with Grace.”
Hail Mary, full of grace...I offer myself and
my family along with whole of the world unto
your Immaculate Heart. My Mother, the Holy
mother of the Divine Son, enfold us all in your
warmth. Amen.
Angels' Army August 2017
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A glimpse of various programmes
conducted in the month of July
under the auspices of Angel's Army.
Readers' gathering
for the subscribers of
Angel's Army magazine was held at St.
Francis AssissiChurch, Kakkanad.
Conducted
programmes for kids
of Kinder Garten at
NaipunnyaPublic
School, Kakkanad.

Organised retreat
at Vaduthala St.
Antony's Church
for couples who
had been married
since the last ten
years.

MADHURA
MOZHI
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A programme on Parenting Hosted by
Angels' Army Team
On all Sundays on Shalom Television from 8.00 to 8.30pm
Repeats on all Tuesdays from 11.00 to 11.30 am
Thursdays from 6.30 to 7.00 pm
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From the hands of God...
Seeta Sebastian
The God who had willingly sent his one and
only son to this world to redeem us all, was
eager to hear an "Amen". The moment when
Mother Mary said "Amen" to God's providence
- that was indeed the moment which opened
the door of salvation before the mankind.
Likewise, the Father Almighty is requisite of an
“Amen" by many of us, so that the children He
send to earth to carry out His will can be born
and grown.

praying to be gifted with a third child, I get to
know about a physician who assured complete
healing of my disease by an ayurvedic treatment. It was in fact a relief for me and my family during such a situation, where everyone suggests a surgery for cure. Three years would take
to heal it completely, said the physician and relying him I started the treatment. Soon after the
treatment began I was found to be conceived
again and could not continue the treatment.
But my Lord Jesus had lead me to the decision
of accepting the child from the hands of God,
since he made me believe that my baby outweighs my health.

I am a person afflicted with Scoliosis and that
has disfigured my spinal cord into the shape of
'S'. With the grace of God I could say "Amen"
two times and had two girl children through The third gestation period was absolutely a time
normal delivery. During the time when I was during which I experienced the touch of my
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Jesus. Many people around blamed me telling
that it was an unwise decision to discontinue
the treatment for the baby. On the other hand
I started praying for them and asked Jesus to
forgive them. It was the instance that taught me
to offer myself along with the ones who hurt, to
the Immaculate Heart of Mother Mary during
the time of adversities and thus amass strength.
"Before I formed you in the womb I knew you."
(Jeremiah 1:5) When we offer ourselves to this
God, He could not hold back from delivering us even from our complications regarding
pregnancy. During my pregnancy seven of my
teeth including the molars, which had already
undergone the cavity filling treatment again
became infectious. And then it brought sleepless nights suffused with severe pain to me.
On seeing my suffering my dear husband and
children started praying for me. I too joined
them. I'm pretty sure that these prayers were
a relief to my suffering. God revealed the real
power of a father through my papa. Papa used
to visit me and pray for me placing his hands
on my head. When he was unable to visit me
he prayed through phone. These prayerful moments strengthened me during the times of
pain and he continued his prayer until I was
completely cured of it. Literally I was blessed
during my gestation period; after all whatever difficulties I had, my husband and children
along with my parents and siblings buttressed
me with their ceaseless love and prayer. It was
through my papa, who prayed day and night,
God has showered immense grace upon me
and my unborn baby.
As mothers it’s our duty to bring up the child
in accordance with God's will; the rest of my

pregnancy related God experiences imprinted
this notion within me. Once such instance goes
like this: The climate was so horrid during that
summer and it was habitual to see serpents in
the vicinity. Many of my family members got
to see snakes in our own courtyard. I was eight
months pregnant during that time and became
a little bit panicky on hearing this account. Even
then I managed to do the household works by
reciting the Bible verse "Do not be afraid, for I'm
with you.” At times, I became very much scared
so that I could not get out of the house especially when my husband was not there at home.
One day as I spent some time in prayer, I realised the fact that 'this fright of mine for snakes
would surely affect my baby'. And Jesus instilled
another thought within me and it sounded like
this: “Don't you trust God as much as you trust
your husband, an ordinary human. If you did
trust God, you wouldn't have given your child
this fright". Indeed that was an insight for me
and I begged my Lord to pardon me. From next
day on I could dexterously go outside the house
even if I was alone. Those moments taught us
how to knock down the fear within us by holding His mighty hands.
We have a God who keeps us all in His palms;
how abundantly will He take care of us when
we respond to his proposal with a heartfelt
"Amen"! We are unable of experiencing his love
and care, because we fail to make a complete
surrendering. He will take care of us, if we reluctantly offer ourselves and that too entirely.
Loving Jesus, please immerse us in the sea of
Your divine love and make us enjoy Your love.
Amen
Angels' Army August 2017
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Come
and See
Manju Cheriyan

"It was You who took me from the womb; You
kept me safe on my mother's breast.” (Psalm
22:9)

C

hildren are a blessing from God. When
God sends His child, who was seated at
His lap to earth, He blesses the couple, who
becomes the child's earthly parents with am-
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ple grace and strength to bring up the child
in accordance with God's will. He extends his
blessing hands upon children through their
parents. Probably we could say that it's not
only through parents, but also through their
grandparents, God let the stream of grace flow
upon children. The love and care of the Heavenly Father flows to children by virtue of their
grandparents too.
We have got 5 children and despite our busy
schedule, we used to take our children to visit
their grandparents, usually on most Sundays.
On reaching there, the children spent their
ample time recounting their adventures of the
past week with grandpa and grandma. They
also cheerfully enjoys the time they spent with
their grandchildren by dining with them, listening to their recitals and songs. We would
only return from there after the evening prayer
that all of us would conduct together. After
the prayer the grandparents would place their
hands on each of our children's head and pray
for them and bless them. It seemed like God
Himself blessing them. Just imagine the grace
received by children from their own grandparents and that too abundantly. This in turn
creates a feeling within children that they will
always have the love and support from their
grandparents along with their parents. Thus
there is no need for us to make them love and

respect their grandparents, since they learn
by themselves to reciprocate the filial feelings. In our hectic life, even if we parents fail
to bestow enough care and love for children
at times, it will be redressed by the affectionate intervention of grandparents. As a mother, this in fact calms me down.
I think it's appropriate to append what Jesus
has told to his disciples regarding the place
he resides. He said "Come and see". (John
1:39) These days the congenial relationships
between parents and children wanes away or
rather confines into mere phone calls. In this
contemporary scenario, when we "go and
see" our parents, share our time with them
and dine with them we honour the Heavenly Father who blessed us with them. And I'm
quite sure that these little actions of love are
the best ways of making Him happy.
Our children will learn to respect their parents and elderly from witnessing our attitudes and actions. Hence there is no need of
teaching our children the 4th commandment
that is to "Respect one's father and mother".
"With all your heart honour your father, and
do not forget the birth pangs of your mother. Remember that it was of your parents you
were born; how can you repay what they have
given to you?" (Sirach 7:27-29)

Prayer to St.Michael, The Arch Angel
St. Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle. Be our
defense against the wickedness and snares of the devil. May
God rebuke him, we humbly pray, and do thou, the Prince
of the Heavenly hosts, by the power of God, thrust into hell
satan, and all the evil spirits, who prowl about the world,
seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.
Angels' Army August 2017
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The Assumption
of

Mother Mary

- A few thoughts
Sunitta

T

he Assumption of Mother Mary is not
a mystery that is entirely beyond the
explanation of science. On the contrary, it is a truth reinstated by an amazing
scientific phenomenon called "foetal microchimerism". According to this scientific theory, the cells of the mother and the baby are
closely interconnected within the placenta.
From the moment that the baby is formed
in the womb of the mother, the baby's DNA
diffuses into the mother's bloodstream. In
the case of both a birth and a miscarriage, a
portion of the baby remains in the mother's
blood. Now since the blood travels to all parts
of the body, every cell, every organ, the brain
and even the skin of the mother will carry a
portion of the baby. This will persist till the
mother's death. Hence, a lot of changes take
place in a woman's body during pregnancy.
From the moment that the Son of God was
formed in the womb of the Blessed Mother,
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through her bloodstream, a portion of God
(Jesus) flowed into her entire body, until, not
only her womb, but every cell and pulse was
filled with the Divine Nature. This Jesus is the
Son of God who rose from the dead. And his
mother is no ordinary woman. For it is this
Son of God's DNA cells that flow through
her every vein. In that case, need we be surprised if the holy body of the Blessed Virgin,
which bore the cells of the Son of God, was
assumed into heaven?

Let our kids

Grow in Christ
Fr. Bobby Jose Kattikkad

Jesus said, "Let the little children come to on a hefty salary, instead urge them to live
me...." (Matthew 19:14)
moderate lives, as socially responsible and
God-fearing children. What remain as assets
his is a reminder-a reminder for usto faithfully to their very end would only be the
bring up our children in the love of Divine values that you impart in this temGod. Bringing up our kids in the love poral world.One of the remarkable things
of God doesn't mean simply teaching them connected with the death of Jesus is His loud
some prayers and spiritual exercises. As par- and seemingly hopeless shout followed by
ents, our main focus should be on nurtur- the words, "Father, into thy hands I coming them with Holiness. The salvific value mend my spirit" This is the first prayer that
of suffering should be instilled in their little every Jewish mother teaches her child, just
minds. They should be taught and made to as we begin by teaching our kids to make the
practice the virtue of Love, by little acts of sign of the Cross.Even though our children
kindness and small sacrifices, right from a may neglect our efforts now, when they grow
tender age. Do not give them the impres- up they will surely be grateful to us and will
sion that they are here to live a flashy life bless the Lord.
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